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Greeting 
The peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, 

the love of Christ that guards our hearts and minds, 
and the joy and consolation of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

And also with you. 
  
Opening Prayer 

Stir up our hearts, O God, 
to prepare the way of your only Son.  

By his coming nurture our growth as people of repentance and peace;  
Through Jesus Christ, whose day draws near. 
Amen. 

  
Silence 

 
Song  
(Scott was sick when this was recorded; you are hearing him playing on previously 

recorded worship services.) 
 

 



 
 



  
 

Week 2: Darkness Holds Promise 
God comes to us in dreams and visions. The long expanse of night, absent the 

distractions of worries of the day, creates space for us to hear and listen. Three 
times Samuel hears God’s voice as he sleeps; three times he mistakes it for Eli’s, 
unable to comprehend that God might be seeking after him instead. Eli, however, 

perceives that God is doing a new thing and encourages Samuel to again lie down 
and be open to God calling to him in the night. 

1 Samuel 3 
1Now the boy Samuel was ministering to the LORD under Eli. The word of the LORD 
was rare in those days; visions were not widespread. 
2At that time Eli, whose eyesight had begun to grow dim so that he could not see, 
was lying down in his room; 3the lamp of God had not yet gone out, and Samuel 

was lying down in the temple of the LORD, where the ark of God was. 4Then the 
LORD called, "Samuel! Samuel!" and he said, "Here I am!" 5and ran to Eli, and said, 
"Here I am, for you called me." But he said, "I did not call; lie down again." So he 

went and lay down. 6The LORD called again, "Samuel!" Samuel got up and went to 
Eli, and said, "Here I am, for you called me." But he said, "I did not call, my son; lie 

down again." 7Now Samuel did not yet know the LORD, and the word of the LORD 
had not yet been revealed to him. 8The LORD called Samuel again, a third time. 

And he got up and went to Eli, and said, "Here I am, for you called me." Then Eli 
perceived that the LORD was calling the boy. 9Therefore Eli said to Samuel, "Go, lie 
down; and if he calls you, you shall say, 'Speak, LORD, for your servant is 

listening.'" So Samuel went and lay down in his place. 
10Now the LORD came and stood there, calling as before, "Samuel! Samuel!" And 

Samuel said, "Speak, for your servant is listening."   
 
Reflection 

Hymn     



 
 
 
 



 
Let us pray together as we sing: 

 
  

  
 



 
 

Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. 

Amen. 
 
From Martin Luther’s Evening Blessing: 

 
In the evening, when you go to bed, you are to make the sign of the holy 

cross and say: 
“God the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit watch over me. Amen.” 
 

If you wish, you may in addition recite this little prayer as well:  
  “I give thanks to you, heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ your dear 

Son, that you have graciously protected me today.  I ask you to forgive 
me all my sins, where I have done wrong, and graciously to protect me 

tonight.  Into your hands I commend myself: my body, my soul, and all 
that is mine.  Let your holy angel be with me, so that the wicked foe may 
have no power over me. Amen.” 
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