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sslcpastor@buckeye-express.com 

Worship: Sundays 8:30 AM & 11:00 AM 
Spiritual Growth 9:45 AM 

 

St. Stephen Lutheran Church 

7800 Erie St. • Sylvania, OH  

(419)885-1551 

www.ststephenlutheran.church 

1Now all the tax collectors and sinners were coming near to listen to [Jesus.] 2And the 
Pharisees and the scribes were grumbling and saying, “This fellow welcomes sinners and 
eats with them.” 3So he told them this parable…8“Or what woman having ten silver coins, 
if she loses one of them, does not light a lamp, sweep the house, and search carefully until 
she finds it? 9When she has found it, she calls together her friends and neighbors, saying, 
‘Rejoice with me, for I have found the coin that I had lost.’ 10Just so, I tell you, there is joy 
in the presence of the angels of God over one sinner who repents.”    
      (Luke 15:1-3, 8-10) 
 

   In September, we’re beginning a new Bible conversation.  It’s called Bible 101:  The Book of Faith.  In it, 
we’ll look at different Bible stories.  We will explore 4 different ways to read the Bible that you can use as 
you read at home, or in a group.  To help you see what our time together will be like, I’m going to have a 
Bible conversation with the text printed above.   
Way 1:  Devotional reading 
  Read the passage several times.  Let it seep into your heart and mind.  Think about these questions:  What 
word or phrase strikes me?   What stories or memories does this passage stir in me?  What scares, confus-
es, or challenges me?  What fills me with hope?  What is God up to in this passage? 
  I think of the band, “Lost and Found”, and some of their songs on this theme.  I think of times when I have 
been frantically searching for something…car keys or when I misplaced Viv’s birth certificate.  Do I grumble 
about God’s grace to others?  A sign of hope is that people want to hear Jesus speak.   
Way 2:  Historical reading 
  What historical insights would be helpful in order to hear, read, or understand this passage more accu-
rately?  Do we know when this passage was written?  Do we know where this passage was written or takes 
place? 
  I wonder what the house floors were like in the first century?  What was a broom like?  Has she lost a 
penny?  Or a more valuable coin?  What kinds of celebrations did neighborhoods typically have?   
Way 3:  Literary reading 
  Who are the characters in this story?  What are the themes?  What comes before or after this section?  
What is the setting of this passage? 
   I find it interesting that a woman is the main actor here, rather than a man.  I wonder what the money 
was for?  Groceries?  Rent?  What does it feel like to lose something valuable?  This is part of a section 
where Luke’s Jesus talks about things that are lost being found.   
Way 4:  Lutheran Theological reading 
  In what ways do we hear this passage as law?  As Gospel?  How does this passage show forth Christ?   
I think God is always seeking us out, especially when we’re “lost”.  And when we’re found, there isn’t a 
scolding or a judgement, just a celebration.   
  How would you answer some of these questions?  How can we incorporate these insights for Back to 
Church Sunday, as we seek to invite some that may have lost their way, to connect to a congregation, and 
most especially to a God who loves them deeply and fiercely?   

    
God’s peace, 
   Pastor Beth  
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KID’S GAHTERING SPACE 
Sunday School for our youth begins on September 15th.  Our teachers this year are Kristin 
Huffman and Pastor Beth.  We are looking for another person who would be willing to teach 
one Sunday a month.  We gather at 9:45 in the back classrooms.   
 
CATECHISM DATES 
We will meet at noon on Sunday, September 15th for an organizational meeting and our first 
class session. We will be meeting on Saturday, September 7th at Mayberry Ice Cream, May-
berry Plaza off Centennial, at 3:00 for a snack of ice cream and some games, as we get to 
know each other  

BIBLE 101/BOOK OF FAITH 
A new Bible learning offering will be available in 
September.  This is a “Bible basics” class intended for 
people at all levels of their faith journey.  We will gather on 
Tuesday evenings at 7:00 for an hour of  Bible conversation 
questions.  We will begin on September 17th.  If there is a 
desire for a daytime session, please come to the initial 
meeting and we will look at the schedule for that.  

 
 
INQUIRER’S CLASS 

     Are you interested in becoming a member of St. Stephen?  An inquirer’s group will be held 
on Sunday, September 8th after the 11:00 worship. Whether you’d be becoming a new 
member here, transferring your membership from another congregation, or keeping dual 
membership, please bring your questions and interest to this meeting.   

 
 
FALL BISHOP’S GATHERING 

     Join other Lutheran’s from around the Toledo area for worship, fellowship, information 
sharing, and a Bake-Off!  We’ll be sampling favorite family recipes in the finger food or 
dessert category!!  And there will be a prize for the person whose food item wins the most 
votes.  To register for this event at Community of Christ Lutheran in Whitehouse on October 
10th from 6:30-8:30, please visit https://bit.ly/2spiynn  
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JOY CLUB  

JOY Club is going to be meeting on Tuesday, September 17th at the 
Whitehouse Inn at 12:00 PM. A sign up sheet is posted on the bulletin 
board in the narthex. We always welcome new women to join us and if 
you have any questions please see Carolyn Dunlap or Pastor Beth! 

 

The QUILT DEDICATION SUNDAY will be Sept. 29th. Come see the 
beautiful quilts that dedicated and caring hands have completed for 
those in need.  SEPT. SEWING DAY will be MONDAY, SEPT. 23rd from 
9:30 – 3:00.  Bring your lunch if staying for the day. ALL ARE WEL-
COME!   Also, our THANKS and appreciation to all who have helped 
with setting up of the tables for our work days this past year.  
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                         Meal at St. Paul’s 

We will be helping to serve a meal at St. Paul’s Community Center 
on Saturday, September 21. A sign up sheet is available on the bul-
letin board.  The meal that we serve will start at 11:30 AM and go 
until 1:00 PM. Donations of home made cookies are always wel-
come too! 

                                         

                                             

Join us at St. Stephen on Sunday, September 22, 2019 at 6:30 
PM as we lift our hearts in prayer for a cure, for strength, for 
peace and for comfort. Personal prayers will be available for 
those who wish!

                                                 Back to Church Sunday 

September 15th is Back to Church Sunday. There is no better 
time to visit us at St. Stephen and/or invite someone to worship! 
There is no better time to come home. You belong here. We will 
have worship services at both 8:30 and 11:00 AM on September 
15, 2019. All are welcome here! Each guest you bring will receive 
a small gift, and there's even a prize for those who bring the the 
most guests! See you in church!  

                Pet Blessing/ Adoption 

 

Join us for our annual pet adoption and pet blessing event Sep-
tember 28.  Whether you’re looking for a new furry family 
member, or if you would like your pet blessed, this is the event 
for you! Several local pet adoption agencies will have animals 
available for adoptions. Stop by from 10:30-1:30 PM for the 
event with the actual blessing at 1:00 PM. 
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                    Teacher Luncheon 

Thank you to all those who helped provide lunch for the Highland 
staff as they begin the school year.  We appreciate all those who 
helped to set up and to serve and to clean up, for this special event 
that helps to support the teachers in our own community! Supple-

mental funds provided by Thrivent.  

                                         

                                                     
Thank you to Wendy Staup, Neta Schmidt, Lisa Hopkins, Gregory 
Weiner, Niel Johnson, Vivian Johnson and Pastor Beth for their help 
in making Vacation Bible School a big success!  The students really 
looked forward to it each week!   

                                              

                                   Golfing for Scholars 

Thank you to everyone who made our tournament for Golfing for 
Scholars possible. Thank you to everyone who volunteered to run 
the event, thanks to all those who participated in the event, and 
thank you to everyone who helped to sponsor the event! 

         

                           Salem Non-Food Pantry 

Thank you to everyone who has continued to donate to the Salem Non-
food pantry! We are continuing our ongoing collection as the pantry has 
been needed a great deal by the community recently. The generosity of 
St. Stephen members and friends continue to be greatly appreciated! 
Thank you again for your continuing and much needed support! 
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Marian Luck 
 

Marian A. Luck, age 88, died August 13, 2019 at Divine 
Health Care in Sylvania. She was born April 20, 1931 in 
Maumee to the late Clarence and Emma (Fredrick) 
Byington. A graduate of Toledo Libby High School, 
Marian worked as bookkeeper for many years and 
most recently as a stocker at Walmart in Holland. She 
loved plants, flowers, dancing and playing cards, 
especially euchre. Marian found her greatest joy in 
spending time with her family. 
 
Surviving is her son, Chris Hayes (Bonnie); daughter, 
Kathie Tefft (Lynn); grandchildren, Laurie, Cassandra, 
Kristy, Tim, Heather, Todd, Kelly and Chris; twelve great 
grandchildren; one great-great grandchild; three 
sisters, Barbara, Patricia and Joanne; and brother, 
Danny. She was also preceded in death by son, Tim 
Hayes; granddaughter, Linda Hayes; and siblings, 
Butch, Kate, Jim, Marge and Ralph. 
 

PASTOR BETH’S SABBATICAL 
Once a pastor has completed their 7th year of service, they are able to take a 7 week sabbatical.  
Pastor Beth will be doing a variation of this.  Beginning in September, she will be taking 
Wednesday as a sabbatical day and Thursday as her day off.  From now until the first of 
January, she will be using that Wednesday as a day for reading and special projects.  She will be 
available for emergencies (funerals, hospital visits, etc.) on Wednesday.  Her days at work will 
be Sunday, Monday, Tuesday, Friday and Saturday.   
 

NEWSLETTER DEADLINE 
As always our newsletter deadline for anything you want to be added is the 2nd 
Tuesday in the month. So for October 2019 Newsletter please have all your items 
submitted by September 10.  

 
LITTLE MIRACLES UPDATE 
Little Miracles, the childcare program in our building, will be continuing their program of care 
for students aged K-grade 5 before and after school.  They have moved their kindergarten prep 
program to their location on Haroun Road.   
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KROGER REWARDS 
Kroger's has a rewards program that includes donating to the community.  We are 
pleased to report St. Stephen received $128.52 in total donations from 19 of our 
households who shopped between May 1 - 2019 and 
Jul 31 - 2019 of this year.  This quarter, these funds 
will be in support of Operation Christmas Child.     

A huge thank you to all who are participating in this 
supportive program.  If you have not already done 
so, please go online at 
www.krogercommunityrewards.com, and sign up to 
have your Community Rewards directed to St. Ste-
phen!  Our organization number is PJ196.  If you 
would like assistance in signing up for this program, 
please see Marilyn Scuralli or Kathy Aldrich.   

NOISY OFFERING 
For the month of June we were able to collect $64.60, 
July we collected $102.91 and in August we collected 
$87.66.  So last quarter we donated $255.17 to St. Paul 
Community Center. In September we will start our col-
lection for Sylvania Area Family Services! 

 

 

Simply Giving 
As we return from our summer vacations or visits with fami-
ly out of town, this is a good time to think about enrolling in 
our Simply Giving program here at St. Stephen.  It only takes 
a few minutes to complete the application, and you don’t 
ever need to think about writing that weekly/monthly check 
to the church again.  It is a convenient and easy way to sup-
port the needs of St. Stephen whether or not you are in wor-
ship.  See Sally Goetz to enroll. 

                                                         Sally Goetz, Coordinator 

http://www.krogercommunityrewards.com
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Betty Lock’s Prayer Notes 

When you drive out to my home, you get the feeling that I am way 

out in the country. Whether I am on Sylvania Avenue or Michaw or 

Centennial road, there is open spaces of green fields and trees. It is 

really beautiful. But I’m really not far away….12 minutes from my 

home to church…..8 minutes to the grocery store. But the drive al-

ways leaves me feeling in awe of God’s creation….of His gift to us in 

nature. Somehow I find it relaxing to my soul. It probably won’t be 

long before there will be more houses out this way. But for now, I 

enjoy being able to enjoy the journey. Life is a lot like that, I think. 

We have these moments of joy and happiness and then, all of a 

sudden, we are busy and missing the beauty around us. On my 

journey, I often think of the hymn “How great Thou art” and I thank 

God for the blessing He has given me to see the beauty all around. 

Sometimes, we get so busy with our daily lives that we don’t notice 

the beauty and wonders around us. As summer is rapidly passing 

by, I want to slow down enough to see God’s beauty and grace in 

the world and people around me and I want to stop and say “thank 

you”. Let’s pray. 

COMMUNITY PRAYERS 

ALL  IN GOOD FUN 

 

One weekend morning, a wife says to her hus-

band, “We’ve got such a clever dog. He brings 

in the daily newspapers every morning.” 

Her husband replies, “Well, lots of dogs can do 

that.” 

The wife responded, “But we’ve never sub-

scribed to any!” 

BIBLE QUIZ 

How old was Moses when he died? 

 (Answer  page 10) 

A. 80 

B. 156 

C. 120 

D. 97 
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We have a few people who are finding it difficult to get from 
their cars into the church building On Sunday mornings. 

In addition to the marked spaces at the front door, if we could 
leave the 6 spaces closest to the back door (3 on either side of 
the door) available to them, it would make it much easier for 

them to worship with us. Thank you! 

Hearing assistance equipment for up to 8 users 

available for anyone who needs help hearing the 

service better. Please ask Jeremy Hopkins or any-

one who uses the equipment for assistance.

President   Marilyn Scuralli 
Vice President  Joe Kahl 
Secretary  Kathy Aldrich 
Treasurer  Libby Boldt 
 
 

Christian Education Pastor Beth 
Finance Libby Boldt 
Prayer, Praise, Worship Marilyn Scuralli 
Property Joe Kahl 
Stewardship/Staff Support Beth Thomsen/Marilyn Scuralli 
Technology John Lock 
Youth & Family Ministry Kathy Aldrich 

                                   Social Ministry      Anetta Schmidt 
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“The Word in Season” 
books for July, Aug. and 
Sept. are now available 
by the usher’s table. This 
is a great daily resource 
for at home study! 
Please  feel free to take 
one today! 

Baptismal Birthdays 
9/1          Marty McKelvey 
9/17        Marilyn Scuralli 
9/22        Jacob Pratt 
9/28        Joan Haddox 
9/30        Niel Johnson 
 
 

Birthdays 
9/2           Darrell Staup 
9/5           Patrick McCoy 
9/6           Zoey Jacob 
9/8           Mark Mercer 
9/9           Kelly Parker 
9/12         Clare Aldrich 
9/12         Haden Aldrich 
9/14         Lisa Hopkins 
9/16         Connor Murphy 
9/22         Aaron Ziegler 
9/25        Daniel Hall 
9/25        Ruth Moeller 
9/28    Jackie Cornell 
 

Anniversaries 
9/2           R&P Pearson 
9/5           J&C Hopkins 
9/6           L&K Tefft 
9/8           S&A Senci 
9/14        J&K Bork 
9/22        J&S Kahl 
9/27        S&K Ziegler 
 
 
 Bible Quiz Answer: 

C. 120 
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  September 1, 2019 September 8, 2019 

  8:30 AM 11:00 AM 8:30 AM 11:00 AM 

Counter Dave Haddix Ton Pfau 

Council Person Libby Boldt Kathy Aldrich Libby Boldt Marilyn Scuralli 

Lay Assistant Libby Boldt TBD Sally Goetz TBD 

Altar Prep Mary Ann Klimesh Nancy Rieck Wendy Staup Sue Marvin 

Greeters TBD TBD TBD TBD 

Ushers TBD TBD TBD TBD 

Praying Friend TBD TBD TBD TBD 

  September 15, 2019 September 22, 2019 

  8:30 AM 11:00 AM 8:30 AM 11:00 AM 

Counter Ton Pfau Herb Hoehing 

Council Person TBD Joe Kahl Libby Boldt John Lock 

Lay Assistant TBD Marilyn Scuralli Sally Goetz TBD 

Altar Prep Pat Hoehing Carol Haddix Carol Brown Corrie Schuppenies 

Greeters P&H Hoehing TBD TBD TBD 

Ushers P&H Hoehing TBD TBD TBD 

Praying Friend TBD TBD TBD TBD 

  September 29, 2019 

  8:30 AM 11:00 AM 

Counter Herb Hoehing 

Council Person Neta Schmidt Joe Kahl 

Lay Assistant Nancy Pfau TBD 

Altar Prep Nancy Pfau Corrie Schuppenies 

Greeters TBD TBD 

Ushers TBD TBD 

Praying Friend TBD TBD 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 

Noisy Offering  

Re-Covenanting 
8AM Prayer 
8:30AM Traditional Worship 
9:45 AM Spiritual Growth 
11AM Contemporary Worship 

2 3 4 
 

5 
 
 

6 

 

7 
9:45AM Saturday 
Morning Coffee  

 
3:00 PM  Cate-
chism @  
Mayberry 

8 

Re-Covenanting 
 

8AM Prayer 
8:30AM Traditional Worship 
9:45 AM Spiritual Growth 
11AM Contemporary Worship 
12 PM Inquirer’s Class 

9 
 
   

10 
Newsletter  

      Deadline 

 

7:00 PM  Prayer 
for the Cure 
Meeting  

11 
 
 
 
 
 

12 
 
 
 
 

13 

 
 

14 
9:45AM Saturday 
Morning Coffee  
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Back to Church Sunday 

Re-Covenanting 
8AM Prayer 
8:30AM Traditional Worship 
9:45 AM Spiritual Growth 
11AM Contemporary Worship 
12 PM Catechism 

16 
 
6:30 PM  Coun-
cil Meeting  

17 

12:00 PM JOY 
Club 
 
7:00 PM   
Bible 101  

18 
 

6:30 PM  
Brownie Scouts  
6:30 PM  Girl 
Scouts  

19 

 
 

20 

 

21 

9:45AM Saturday 
Morning Coffee 

 

 11:30 AM St. 
Paul Meal 

 

22 

          

Re-Covenanting 
8AM Prayer 
8:30AM Traditional Worship 
9:45 AM Spiritual Growth 
11AM Contemporary Worship 
6:30 Prayer for the Cure 

 

23 

 

9:30 AM  
Quilting 

24 
 

25 
 
 

26 
 
 
 

27 

 

 

28 

 9:45AM Satur-

day Morning 

Coffee 

10:30 AM Pet 
Event 

1:00 PM Pet 
Blessing 

29 

Quilt Dedication 

Re-Covenanting    
8AM Prayer 
8:30AM Traditional Worship 
9:45 AM Spiritual Growth 
11AM Contemporary Worship 
 

30 

 

 

 

 

    

September 2019 


