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What is bringing you comfort and hope during these days? Is it a recent phone 

call, a favorite book or movie, a Bible verse?  Ever since Easter Sunday, I’ve 

had the words to the last hymn we sang rolling around in my head.  It’s this 

verse: Christ is alive, and comes to bring good news to this and every age, till 

earth and sky and ocean ring with joy, with justice, love, and praise.   

The tomb is empty.  Jesus is risen!  This is the future of our world.  It is one 

shaped by God’s incredible love seen in the and through the cross. This is our 

sure and certain hope.  Even in the midst of all kinds of horrible events and 

pain, we cling to this promise, to this hope.   

And while, as Christians, we find comfort in the Easter story, there is hope to 

be found elsewhere, as well.  Howard Zinn,  historian and writer, says this.   

“To be hopeful in bad times is not just foolishly romantic. It is based on the fact 

that human history is a history not only of cruelty, but also of compassion, sac-

rifice, courage, kindness. 

What we choose to emphasize in this complex history will determine our lives. 

If we see only the worst, it destroys our capacity to do something. If we re-

member those times and places—and there are so many—where people have 

behaved magnificently, this gives us the energy to act, and at least the possi-

bility of sending this spinning top of a world in a different direction. 

And if we do act, in however small a way, we don’t have to wait for some 

grand utopian future. The future is an infinite succession of presents, and to 

live now as we think human beings should live, in defiance of all that is bad 

around us, is itself a marvelous victory.” 

So, in these days of distancing, of staying home and staying safe, let us do 

what we can to send this spinning top of a world in the direction of joy, justice, 

love and praise.  Our actions, large and small, of hope, generosity, and love 

are helping God’s kingdom come and God’s will be done.   

Christ is Risen.  He is Risen, indeed!   

Peace,  

Beth Ferne Johnson, pastor 
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During this time of anxiety and uncertainty, we are blessed with a God who is an abundant one.  

At Monday’s council meeting, our church council voted to extend your generosity to our com-

munity through some financial gifts.  Our Lenten offering totaled $1,060 this year!! Isn’t this 

amazing, especially since we only were able to worship in person 2 out of our 5 Wednesdays!! 

Council voted to share this gift with 2 organizations, so we gave $530 to Sylvania Area Family 

Services and $530 to Salem Lutheran Church in the Vistula neighborhood of Toledo.  We also 

voted to share our quarterly giving of $1,000 with Lutheran Social Services here in Toledo.  All 

three of these organizations are working hard to provide food and assistance to those in need in 

our area!! 

  Right before the stay at home order began, Pastor Beth was able to share the resources donat-

ed recently in our narthex.  She took 3 bags of food to Lutheran Social Services, 4 bags of per-

sonal care items to Salem’s personal needs pantry, and 2 bags of lotions, puzzles, to residents of 

Genacross’ nursing homes.   

  In addition, a member of the congregation asked Pastor Beth to share a financial gift with 

someone who needed it.  Pastor Beth was able to provide this gift to a person/s just as their gas 

tank was on empty!   

   I also am grateful that our on-line presence is grow-

ing!!   An Easter butterfly in our narthex windows, 

featuring the words, “He is Risen”, has been seen by 

738 people on Facebook!  Our drive-in Easter wor-

ship video has been viewed by folks on Facebook 493 

times!  Our YouTube audience is smaller, but also 

growing!  I’m hearing that many of you are sharing 

these worship opportunities with family and friends.  

Many thanks to John Lock and Scott Ballard for their 

support in making these worship services happen! 

  In addition, I know that you are being generous with 

your time and energy! I’m hearing of members who 

are creating fabric masks for others, as well as 3-D 

printer PPE items.  I’m hearing of your phone calls 

and cards to other members, checking in and sup-

porting others.  I’m also well aware of your prayers, 

sent out for our world.   
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ONLINE WORSHIP 
We will be hosting Sunday worship online at 11 AM while the safety procedures are in place in 
Ohio.  You can find previous worship services or tune in live on our facebook page (https://
www.facebook.com/StStephenSyl/ ) or our YouTube Channel (https://www.youtube.com/channel/

UCcria9edIjlTq2ljXXUnB7Q ). Feel free to send this link or share our page to friends and neighbors 
who might want a worship experience without leaving home! 

 

 
BIBLE 101 
We are offering Bible 101 class online through the Zoom app.  Our classes are on Tuesdays at 
7:00 PM. Please call or e-mail Pastor Beth for the Zoom “code” if you would like to join us! 
 
PLANS FOR RE-OPENING 

On Tuesday, April 28, Bishop Beaudoin has invited church council presidents and pastors to 

attend an on-line conversation about re-opening congregations.  He and other religious leaders 

in Ohio are in weekly conversation with members of Governor DeWine’s staff regarding this and 

other issues. During this conversation, we’re expecting to hear some guidance about how to 

keep members and visitors safe in worship. Keeping people safe is one of our primary concerns 

here at St. Stephen.  We’ll keep you updated as we learn more information.  In the meantime, 

please call if you’re in need of any food, supplies, or someone to talk with!   

 
 
 
 

 

 
CATECHISM 
Catechism classes continue to meet online. Keep an eye on your e-mail for the exact dates.  
Please remember to bring your Bible and your Manna and Mercy book. Thanks!   
 
BABY PLAYDATE 

A new group is forming for some of our youngest youth!  We enjoyed two gatherings before 
we hit the pause button to stay safe at home. We are hoping that our next meeting will be on 
June 10th at 10:30 AM; we’re inviting babies and their caregivers to an hour of sharing and 
giving the babies a chance to interact with each other.   
 
VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL 

Plans are underway for Vacation Bible School this summer!  On Earth as In Heaven will be our 

theme as we explore what it means to live as God intends for us to.   We may need to have 

class on-line rather than in person, but stay tuned for more information as we get closer to 

summer!  If you’d like to help with the program, please let Pastor Beth know! 

https://www.facebook.com/StStephenSyl/
https://www.facebook.com/StStephenSyl/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCcria9edIjlTq2ljXXUnB7Q
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCcria9edIjlTq2ljXXUnB7Q


 

 

 4 

JOY CLUB  

We are suspending our meetings of JOY Club for the time being. We may explore a take-out op-
tion during the summer. 

 

LWR QUILTING 

We are considering having a quilting event on May 25 between 9:30 and 3:00.  It will be differ-
ent.  First , everyone should wear a mask and all workers will be at least 6 feet apart., including 
the ladies who tie.  We will not have a group lunch, but a few spaced tables will be set up in the 
fellowship hall for safe eating.  The 3 tasks we need to accomplish are:  pin basting quilts, press-
ing backings and finished quilt tops, and tying.  All but one quilts we had ready for tying have 
been tied.  We will not be machine sewing as all of the tops are sewn and all the binding is done 
as well. The binding needed after this quilt day will be performed by “binders” at home, unless 
the situation changes. 

If you are able to come, please call Libby at 419-356-6244 or write to Lboldt@bex.net,  to say 
what time or hours that day you are available and which tasks you are willing to do.  We will 
have no more than 10 workers in the narthex at once.  If more than that are anxious to get to-
gether, we can set up a second work area in the fellowship hall. If anyone would be willing to 
come to church between now and May 25th, to help pin baste a couple of quilts, please call or 
write.  I would like to have a few quilts ready to tie before the workday.  Also, I would be grateful 
for any suggestions to expedite quilt finishing while staying safe. 
 

MASKS 

If you are in need of a fabric mask, please contact the church office. They are not immediately 
available, but we are arranging for masks to be made as needed. 

 

 

 

EASTER THANKS 

Thank you to all who helped make our Drive-in Easter worship a success!  Thanks to all who cre-
ated such colorful butterflies that decorated our lectern (and will continue to be seen in our 
Easter season worship services).  Thanks to Vivian Johnson for creating the butterfly that is visi-
ble to our neighborhood through our narthex windows.  Thanks to Joe Kahl and Marty McKelvey 
for thinking up a “platform” to elevate Pastor Beth above the ground, as well as their service in 
parking cars!  Thanks to Danny Tolles for loaning us the use of the platform itself.  Thanks to 
Highland Elementary for loaning us their traffic cones.  Thanks to Sue Kahl for her work in ar-
ranging our altar flowers.  Thanks to Scott Ballard for providing and moving his equipment to 
provide our music and sound.  Thanks to John Lock for his work filming and posting our videos 
on Facebook and YouTube.  Thanks to you who came and honked your horn or who watched 
from home!   

mailto:Lboldt@bex.net
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Kid’s Movie Club 
We are not going to be meeting in the first week of May  in 

the interest of everyone’s safety. St. Stephen’s Kid’s Movie 

Club is hoping to meet Thursday, June 4th at 5:00 PM. We will 

meet once a month at 5:00 PM on the first Thursday of the 

month for a movie, snacks, and discussion afterwards!  

       LSS Food Pantry 

 

We continue to support the LSS Food Pantry with donations. 
Some suggested donations for this time of year are boxed cere-
als, pastas and noodles. The grocery cart is still located in the 
Narthex and we appreciate any non-perishable food item that is 
donated! 

     

                               Salem Non-Food Pantry  

The Salem Non-Food Pantry is in need of supplies! 

Toothpaste, toothbrushes, natural hair care products, 

laundry detergent, diapers, onesies, shampoo, condi-

tioner, hand soap, and other similar items are all need-

ed for those in need in the community!  

 LWR Hand Towel Fundraiser 
Nancy Kubiak is making kitchen hand towels and dish cloths 

to sell for $3, all proceeds to be used to mail the LWR quilts 

to their final destinations.  We will be offering them for sale, 

in the narthex soon. Please just keep them in mind!  

 



 

 

 6 

 

 
NEWSLETTER DEADLINE 
As always our newsletter deadline for anything you want to be added is 
the 2nd Tuesday in the month. So for June/July 2020 Newsletter please 
have all your items submitted by May 12.  

 

 

GIVE PLUS 
During this pandemic, we need to take advantage of new ways to continue our commit-
ment to God.  With social distancing and limited abilities to come together to worship at 
church, our ability to contribute to St. Stephen has been impacted.  For those who are com-
fortable using technologies to contribute,  Vanco services provides us with a smart phone 
app (GivePlus) that we can use to make our donations.  You can use this app to make a one 
time gift to St. Stephen or an ongoing gift and check out https://www.ststephenlutheran.church/

online-giving for step-by-step instructions.  
 

SIMPLY GIVING 
Here’s a thought!  Why not register today for our Simply Giving Program here at St. Stephen.  
Our church needs your contribution to meet their needs.  You won’t need to mail in your giv-
ing. It will automatically be deducted from either your checking or savings account as a recur-
ring donation.  During this time you can call me at 419-654-6264 and I will mail you a registra-
tion form, you can complete it and return it to me for processing.  I will notify you when the 
withdrawal begins.  

Sally Goetz 

Coordinator               

 

KROGER REWARDS 
We are pleased to report St. Stephen is receiving donations from 20 of our households who 
shop at Kroger.  A huge thank you to all who are participating in this program.  If you have not 
already done so, please go online at www.krogercommunityrewards.com, and sign up to have 
your Community Rewards directed to St. Stephen! Also, every few years, Kroger’s requires 
each household to re-confirm their donation choice, which you can do through the same web-
site  Our organization number is PJ196.  If you would like assistance in signing up for this pro-
gram, please see Marilyn Scuralli or Kathy Aldrich.   

https://www.ststephenlutheran.church/online-giving
https://www.ststephenlutheran.church/online-giving
http://www.krogercommunityrewards.com
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Prayer Notes May 2020 
 

Thee is a melody in my mind to a hymn that we sing at St. Stephen 

and the refrain begins "before the world was made...." I don't re-

member the words but the melody will not go away and I am con-

stantly reminded that God is/was/ and always will be here....with 

me....with you. That is such a comforting thought and it moves me to 

say "thank you" many times during the lonely days. I am blessed to 

have Debbie and John right next door but  for many of us, this has 

been a lonely time. We are told to stay home, stay safe. There is a 

silent "bug" hovering and moving over our earth...a virus....and it can 

make you very sick. For many of us that translates into loneliness. 

The TV is only so much company. The telephone can be helpful to 

keep in touch but it is also an annoying thing being used by telemar-

keters. The weather has been beautiful and I see many more of my 

neighbors out walking. If it is more than a person alone, they are 

separated by a distance. So even in their effort to be together, they 

have to be sure they are "alone". But, we are never truly alone. God 

is always with us. We don't have to pick up the phone and dial.....we 

don't have to open the door and welcome Him in....He is there. Eve-

ry moment of every day. Isn't that wonderful?! We have a loving 

Heavenly Father and Savior who are always....always...with us. So, 

let's pray.  
 

Betty Lock 

COMMUNITY PRAYERS 

ALL  IN GOOD FUN 
 

 BIBLE QUIZ 

Who was Eve’s first born? 

 (Answer  page 8) 

A. Abel 

B. Cain 

C. Seth 

D. Adam 
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We have a few people who are finding it difficult to get from 
their cars into the church building On Sunday mornings. 

In addition to the marked spaces at the front door, if we could 
leave the 6 spaces closest to the back door (3 on either side of 
the door) available to them, it would make it much easier for 

them to worship with us. Thank you! 

Hearing assistance equipment for up to 8 users 

available for anyone who needs help hearing the 

service better. Please ask Jeremy Hopkins or any-

one who uses the equipment for assistance.

President   Marilyn Scuralli 
Vice President  Joe Kahl 
Secretary  Corrie Schuppenies 
Treasurer  Libby Boldt 
 
 

Christian Education Pastor Beth 
Finance Libby Boldt 
Prayer, Praise, Worship Marilyn Scuralli 
Property Joe Kahl 
Stewardship/Staff Support Beth Thomsen/Marilyn Scuralli 
Technology John Lock 
Youth & Family Ministry Corrie S./Doug Paxton 

                                   Social Ministry      Joan Haddox 
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Bible Quiz Answer: 

B. Cain 

 

Baptismal Birthdays 
5/1           Sue Kahl 
5/1           Jerry Kunkel 
5/2          Garry Ward 
5/11        Beth Ferne Johnson 
5/14        Debbie Lock 
5/16        Clare Aldrich 
5/16        David Aldrich 
5/16        Haden Aldrich 
5/16        Kathy Aldrich 
5/16        Sam Aldrich 
5/16        Jessica Klimesh 
5/18        Jordan Shepler 
5/19        Tristan Bonde 
5/25        Cathy Gustafson 
5/29        Sue Marvin 
 
 

Birthdays 
5/2          Joyce Cunningham 
5/4         Kayla Kunkel 
5/4         Debbie Lock 
5/6   Tristan Bonde 
5/7         Ryann Fox 
5/18       Jordan Shepler 
5/28       Lynn Tefft 
5/29       Peggy Scholl 
5/31       Nick Scuralli 
 
 
 

Scholarship Deadline 

Please don’t forget that the deadline for the 

St. Stephen Scholarship 

application is May 31st 

2020. If you need an appli-

cation mailed to you 

please contact the church 

office.  

The Word In Season 

“The Word in Season” books for April, 
May and June are now available by 
the usher’s table. This is a great daily 
resource for at home study! Please  
feel free to take one today! 

Anniversaries 
5/27      Tony & Michelle Tebary 
5/30      Rob & Beth Johnson 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
 
 

    1 2 

3 
 
 

11AM Online Worship 

4 5 
 

7:00 PM Bible 

101 

6 

 

7 

 
8 
 

9 
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Mother’s Day 
 

11AM Online Worship 

11 
 
 

12 
Newsletter   
Deadline 

 

7:00 PM Bible 

101 

13 

 
 

 

14 
 

 

 

15 

 

16 

 
 

 

  
 

17 

 
11AM Online Worship 

 

 

18 
 
6:30 PM Coun-
cil Meeting  
 

 

 

19 

7:00 PM Bible 

101 

20 
 

 

21 
 

22 

 

23 
  

 

24 

 
11AM Online Worship 

 

 

25 
 
9:30AM LWR 
Quilting 

 
 
 

26 

7:00 PM Bible 

101 

27 28 29 30 

31 

 

11AM Online Worship 
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