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Pastor: Rev. Beth Ferne Johnson 
sslcpastor@buckeye-express.com 

Worship: Sundays 8:30 AM & 11:00 AM 
Spiritual Growth 9:45 AM 

 

St. Stephen Lutheran Church 

7800 Erie St. • Sylvania, OH  

(419)885-1551 

www.ststephenlutheran.church 

     Have you ever noticed how weird time is?  A minute can seem like an hour, 

while a whole day can seem to disappear in a flash.  When the kids were little, the 

days seemed to be endless.  The routine of getting ready to eat, cleaning up after, 

playing, going down for a nap, changing diapers, getting ready for bed…the days 

seemed long.  But the years have gone by in such a flash.  It is hard to believe 

that in the fall, we’ll have two high school students in the house.   

  Growth happens in much the same way.  If you’re waiting for the grass seed to 

germinate to cover the bald spot in the yard, it can take forever.  But then all of a 

sudden, it’s time to be raking leaves and carving pumpkins.   

   Growth takes time.  It is often slow.   

   Part of waiting growth is trust.  We trust that the grass seed will actually mature 

and grow.  That the kids will really learn how to navigate the world on their own.  

We all need practice at such patience, such trust.  Practicing growth and learning 

are easier in community than alone.  We give each other support, reminding each 

other that the things are moving and growing, maybe not on the time line we want, 

but growth is happening.   

  The summer season in the church is often, too, a season of growth.   

  Over this summer, our texts will remind us that “God has second thoughts, that 

God remembers mercy, that God cultivates us in new and creative ways.  The 

Spirit of the triune God is in the community, moving and growing in ways never 

before imagined.  The original disciples were surprised that Jesus brought life al-

so to the outcasts and to Gentiles.  The church fathers would have been taken 

aback, perhaps even horrified, by the ways the Spirit of God is enriching life for 

women around the world.” (Sundays and Seasons, 1996-7)  

   So as summer begins, and the growing season starts, make a commitment to 

grow in your faith.  Commit yourself to more frequent Sunday worship attendance, 

to devotional reading, to spending more time in nature, to a more regular life of 

prayer, to making a daily “what I’m thankful for” list, to read a book of the Bible.  

Give this gift to yourself.  And little bit, by little bit, see it bear fruit in your life.   

  Peace, 

  Pastor Beth 

P.S.  If you need help with any of the items listed above, please see me for ideas 
and resources.   
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SUNDAY YOUTH 
Kindergarten through 4th grade youth will meet during the 11:00 worship time each Sunday to 
focus on one of the Bible readings for the day.  Our themes in May are: 
  May 6:  Abide in Love 
  May 13:  Matthias is Chosen 
  May 27:  Filled With the Holy Spirit 
  
 

CATECHISM 
Class will be held on Sunday, May 6th, as we prepare for the youth’s confirmation on May 20th 
at our 10:00 a.m. one wonderful worship!   
 
CONFIRMATION 
Congratulations to Matt Cook and Brendan Shadle on their confirmation, May 20th.  As you 
renew the promises made during your baptism, may God’s blessing continue to be with you!   

 ONE WONDERFUL WORSHIP 
 On Pentecost Sunday, we will be celebrating with a combined worship 

at 10:00 a.m.  During our worship, two of our young people will be 
confirmed and our Gathering Space teachers will be honored.  After 
worship, we’ll have a Potluck meal together.  Please sign up on the 
bulletin board, so we have a sense of how many people are coming 
and what food items they may be bringing.     

 
 HELPING HANDS TO HOUSTON  
 Thanks to all who have provided gifts to help Niel Johnson, Vivian 

Johnson, and Pastor Beth on their trip to the ELCA National Youth 
Gathering in Texas. We will be teaming up with youth and adults from 
Olivet Lutheran, as well as youth delegates from our companion 
synods in Serbia and Mexico!  We raised $1,884, which is really 
fantastic!   

 
BOOK STUDY 

 We will begin a book study on Dietrich Bonhoeffer in August. Your 
Sunday Beacon will have more information on this opportunity.  

ONE WONDERFUL  
WORSHIP 

  
 
 
 
     

  
 
 

       
     Mark your calendar for 

May 20th at 10:00 AM 
for our One Wonderful 
Worship followed by a 
church potluck! A sign 
up sheet can be found 
on the bulletin board. 



 

 

 3 

 

 

JOY CLUB  

JOY stands for Just Older Youth and is a great chance for a fun lunch out 
and fellowship with the women at St. Stephen. The JOY Club meets eve-
ry month. The next luncheon is scheduled for May 15!  Look for the sign 
up sheet on the bulletin board! 

 

 
WOMEN’S DAYTIME BIBLE STUDY 
The Women's Daytime Bible study continues every Wednesday at 
1:00 PM through April 23. If you have not attended before, join us. 
If you cannot commit to every week, come when you can.  If you 
have any questions, speak to Nancy Pfau or Betty Lock. 
 
 

A reminder that Monday, May 21st, is our LWR sewing day...9:30 – 3:00 or whatever time 
works for you.  Bring a lunch if staying for the day or just join us at noon for the fellowship.  We 
really are on a roll...8 quilts were tied last month!  Around 20 quilts have been completed 
thanks to you! And yes, while we normally meet the 4th Monday of each month, but since the 
4th Monday is Memorial Day, we will be meeting on the third Monday on May 21st.  Mark your 
calendars. 

 



 

 

 4 

  

 

  

  

 LUTHERAN SOCIAL SERVICES FOOD PANTRY 

The LSS pantry is currently experiencing heavy request for food from 
the community. Thanks to everyone who helped to decorate our 
Thanksgiving altar with donations for the LSS Food Pantry.  All dona-
tions go to help those in need in our local community.  Also, thanks to 
everyone who continues to donate food to our cart! 

     

 

PET BLESSING 

Thanks to  everyone who joined us for our Pet Extravaganza! This 
year we had pet blessings provided by St. Stephen Lutheran Church, 
a pet safety speech from Countryside Animal Hospital, and a Puppy 
of All Ages Parade around the neighborhood. Thanks to everyone 
who came out and donated to help local animals!  

 SALEM NON-FOOD PANTRY 

We have an on going collection of hygiene items that we do-
nate to the Salem Non-Food pantry! Things like new tooth-
paste, toilet paper, feminine hygiene products, soaps, and 
shampoos are always appreciated. Thank you to everyone 
who has donated! If you would like to donate, feel free to 
leave your items on the shelf above the coat rack under the 
TV in the narthex. 
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CHURCH RENTAL  
Want to use St. Stephen rooms? Contact the office to have your activity logged in the church 
calendar, which is available to view online. However, space approval is based on the secretary’s 
calendar. Please note that set-up and clean up is your responsibility when using the building.  
 

Please contact the church office before you borrow tables or chairs as they may be promised for 
other functions. Thanks!  
 
 
  

NEWSLETTER DEADLINE 
As always our newsletter deadline for anything you want to be added is 
the 2nd Tuesday in the month. So for June/July 2018 Newsletter please 
have all your items submitted by May 8.  

 

 

 

Thank you to those who 
helped us learn more 
about our faith this year!  
Thanks to everyone who 
led  our Gathering Space 
classes this year!  Thanks 
to Nancy Pfau and Betty 
Lock for leading the day-
time Women’s Bible study.  
Also thank you to Kristin 
Huffman, Libby Boldt and 
Niel Johnson for their help 
in teaching as well!  
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KROGER REWARDS 
Kroger’s has a rewards program that includes do-
nating to the community.  If you have not already 
done so, please go online to: 
www.krogercommunityrewards.com   

Once there,  sign up to have your Community Re-
wards directed to St. Stephen!  If you would like as-
sistance in signing up for this program, please see 
Marilyn Scuralli or Kathy Aldrich.   

Financial Peace University   
We’ll be offering a 9 week class, 

 Financial Peace University, begin-
ning in early June 

We’ll also be offering Bible based 
activities for the kids whose par-
ents are attending the class.  If 
you’d like to contribute by making 
snacks, leading a craft project, or 
helping Pastor Beth to teach, you’d 
be most welcome.  Please let Pas-
tor Beth know of your interest.   

LENT GIVING 
Thank you to everyone who donated to our Lenten 
charity this season! With your help and generosity 
St. Stephen was able to gift $805 to Salem Lutheran 
Church! Thank you again!  

http://www.krogercommunityrewards.com
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Betty Lock’s Prayer Notes 

Pastor Beth was telling the adult Sunday School class some of the things she remembered 
when she was in Israel. She mentioned the Temple mount and I couldn’t help but try to imag-
ine what it was like for the Israelites when they would climb up to the Temple singing the 
Psalms. Can you imagine having memorized the Psalms so you could sing them on the way to 
worship? Sometimes I think we forget that we are supposed to come to worship praising God. I 
still remember both hymns and Scripture that I learned to music when I was growing up. I 
can’t carry a tune and I try not to let anyone hear me sing in worship…..but I do enjoy making 
“a joyful noise” in praise to God. Even here at home, I don’t sing out loud (that’s how bad it is)  
but I do sing in my mind and heart and I believe God hears my praise. I have so much to be 
grateful for and to sing or recite my praise to my heavenly Father. How about you?  

 I recently read, “God didn’t put you on a desert island and tell you to fend for yourself. 

Instead, He planned for you a healthy, rich life in the company of His other children. Don’t hide 

yourself away. Be part of our faith family!”   (100 Favorite Bible Verses …Thomas Nelson) He-

brews 10:24-25 

COMMUNITY PRAYERS 

ALL  IN GOOD FUN 

A pastor was completing a sermon on abstain-
ing from drinking alcohol. With great expres-
sion, he said, ‘If I had all of the beer in the 
world, I’d take it and throw it into the riv-
er.’  With even greater emphasis, he said, ‘And 
if I had all of the wine in the world, I’d take it 
and throw it into the river.’ And then finally, he 
thundered, ‘And if I had all of the whiskey in the 
world, I’d take it and throw it into the river.’ The 
church was silent. Not a single congregant 
made a sound.  The music leader then stood up 
hesitantly and said, ‘For our closing song, let us 
sing the hymn “Shall We Gather at the River.”’ 

BIBLE QUIZ 

What does the name “Pentecost” 
mean? 

 (Answer  page 9) 

A. Fire 

B. Dove 

C. Tongue 

D. Fiftieth 
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We have a few people who are finding it difficult to get from 
their cars into the church building On Sunday mornings. 

In addition to the marked spaces at the front door, if we could 
leave the 6 spaces closest to the back door (3 on either side of 
the door) available to them, it would make it much easier for 

them to worship with us. Thank you! 

Hearing assistance equipment for up to 8 users 

available for anyone who needs help hearing the 

service better. Please ask Jeremy Hopkins or any-

one who uses the equipment for assistance.

After giving this a lot of prayerful consideration I have decided to step down from council 
for a little while. With my current work load and my mom going into Hospice, it has been 
difficult to complete all my council duties. In the future I would like to serve on council 
again when things settle down. It has been an honor and privilege to serve on council and I 
look forward to serving again soon. 

 Lin McKelvey 

 

To Members of St. Stephen: 
     In March, my family and I began to pursue visiting other churches.  As my children are 
getting older I wanted them to be able to attend a church with a more vibrant youth pro-
gram specific to their various ages, where they would feel a calling to become more in-
volved in church than they have demonstrated in the past.  It was with regret, but with re-
spect for the church, that I chose to step down from council.  I did not feel that it was fair 
to St. Stephen to have someone on their leadership team who was not regularly attending, 
or may be looking to leave the church.  This decision was made by me strictly for my fami-
ly, and not at all a reflection on St. Stephen, its leadership or the wonderful people who 
attend.  I love you all and look forward to maintaining our relationships and fellowship as 
we explore these options for my family. 

Shawn Murphy 

The St. Stephen Church council would like to thank Lin and Shawn for their service!  We al-
so welcome Kathy Aldrich to council, as she has offered to fill Lin’s position on council.   
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“The Word in Season” books 
for April, May and June are 
now available by the usher’s 
table. This is a great daily 
resource for at home study! 
Please  feel free to take one 
today! 

Bible Quiz Answer: 

D. Fiftieth 

Book Club 

Our St. Stephen book group on a brief hia-

tus until after the holiday season. Hopeful-

ly we will be meeting again soon and dis-

cussing a book that will be announced at a 

later date! Keep an eye on future Beacons, 

newsletters and 

the St. Stephen 

website for more 

information 

about not only 

the book, but the 

date!  

Baptismal Birthdays 
5/1          Sue Kahl 
5/1          Jerry Kunkel 
5/2          Garry Ward 
5/4          Zoey Jacob 
5/11        Beth Ferne Johnson 
5/14        Debbie Lock 
5/14        Kyle Lock 
5/16        Clare Aldrich 

5/16        David Aldrich 
5/16        Haden Aldrich 
5/16        Kathy Aldrich 
5/16        Sam Aldrich 

5/16        Jessica Klimesh 
5/18        Jordan Shepler 
5/19        Judy Lanham 
5/25        Cathy Gustafson 
5/27        Addison Stilwell 
5/29        Sue Marvin 

Birthdays 
5/2         Joyce Cunningham 
5/2         Tim Tefft 
5/4         Richard Cutler 
5/4         Kayla Kunkel 
5/4         Debbie Lock 
5/7         Ryann Fox 
5/11       Christy Stilwell 
5/18        Jordan Shepler 
5/28        Lynn Tefft 
5/31        Nick Scuralli 
 
 

Anniversaries 
5/27       Tony & Michelle Tebary 
5/30         Rob & Beth Johnson 
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Taco Soup--8-10 Servings Shared by Lynn Golba 

Soup:  

1 pound extra lean ground sirlion or round 1 10 oz. can Rotel tomatoes-undrained (mild, med or hot 

1 large onion chopped for 1 cup 1 oz. package dry ranch salad dressing mix 

2 cloves garlic, crushed-1 teaspoon 1 8 oz. can cream style corn 

1.25 oz. package taco seasoning 1 15 oz. can whole corn 

1 14 oz. can stewed tomatoes-undrained 1 14 oz. can chicken broth (can be lower sodium) 

1 4.5 oz. can chopped green chilies 2 15 oz. cans Ranch Style Texas Beans, undrained 

1 6 oz. can tomato paste  

Garnishes:  

Sour cream Tortilla chips, lightly crushed 

Shredded sharp cheddar cheese  

Directions:  

1.  Heat a soup pot over medium-high heat and brown the meat until it sizzles , breaking apart as it cooks. 

2.  Add onion and garlic, cook until onions soften, 5-8 minutes, stirring occasionally.  Add taco seasoning. 

3.  In a mixing bowl, stir together Rotel tomatoes, stewed tomatoes, chilies, tomato paste and Ranch 
Dressing mix, breaking the tomatoes into smaller pieces with a fork. 

4.  Stir tomato mixture into meat until thoroughly mixed.  Add the corns, chicken broth and beans, mixing 

5.  Heat through over medium-high heat.  Can be finished in a crock pot. 

6.  Serve hot, using garnishes as desired.  

7.  Soup will keep refrigerated up to 6 days or freeze up to 3 months. 

One of our 

“Souper 

Bowl Soups! 
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SERVICE ASSISTANTS 

Service assistants are an important part of our worship. The 2018 volunteer sign-up sheet is 
on the bulletin board for each month. Call Cathy Gustafson  

(419)882-6106 with questions.  

  May 6, 2018 May 13, 2018 

  8:30 AM 11:00 AM 8:30 AM 11:00 AM 

Counter Tom Pfau Marilyn Scuralli 

Council Person   Bryan Huffman Kathy Aldrich 

Lay Assistant Libby Boldt Marilyn Scuralli Beth Thomsen  

Altar Prep   Nancy Pfau  

Greeters Carol Brown  H&P Hoehing  

Ushers Carol Brown  H&P Hoehing C&D Haddix 

  May 20, 2018 May 27, 2018 

  10:00 AM 8:30 AM 11:00 AM 

Counter Marilyn Scuralli Tom Pfau 

Council Person Beth Thomsen Libby Boldt Marilyn Scuralli 

Lay Assistant Marilyn Scuralli Nancy Pfau  

Altar Prep  Nancy Pfau  

Greeters 
  H&P Hoehing 

Ushers H&P Hoehing   
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  1 
3:45 PM Girl 
Scouts 

2 

 
1:00 PM  
Women’s Day-
time Bible Study 

3 4 

St. Stephen 

Anniversary 

5 
9:45AM Saturday 
Morning Coffee  

 

 

6   

Noisy Offering  
 

8AM Prayer 
8:30AM Traditional Worship 
9:45 AM Spiritual Growth 
11AM Contemporary Worship 
12PM Catechism 

7 
 
   

8 
 
Newsletter  
      Deadline 

9 
 
1:00 PM  
Women’s Day-
time Bible Study 
 
5:30/6:30 PM 
Girl Scouts 
 

10 
 
 

11 
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9:45AM Saturday 
Morning Coffee  
 

 

13 
8AM Prayer 
8:30AM Traditional Worship 
9:45 AM Spiritual Growth 
11AM Contemporary Worship 
 
 
 

14 
 
 

15 

12:00 PM JOY 

Club 

 
 

16 
 
1:00 PM  
Women’s Day-
time Bible Study 
 
5:30 PM Girl 
Scout Ceremony 

17 

 
 

18 

 

19 

9:45AM Saturday 
Morning Coffee 

 

  
 
 

20 

3          Bring a Friend  

   Pentecost 
Confirmation 

 
9:30AM Prayer 
10AM One Wonderful Worship 
11 AM Church Potluck 

21 
9:30 AM  
Quilting 

 

6:30 Council 
Meeting  

22 

 

 

23 
 
1:00 PM  
Women’s Day-
time Bible Study 

24 25 

 

 

26 

 9:45AM Satur-
day Morning 
Coffee 

 

 

27 

Graduation Recognition 

8AM Prayer 
8:30AM Traditional Worship 
9:45 AM Spiritual Growth 
11AM Contemporary Worship 

 

28 

 

29 30 

 

31  

 

 

May 2018 


