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Be Transformed.   

When I began planning for this Lenten series, and especially with last week’s theme, 
“See Things Differently”, I had no idea of how our lives would be transformed in just 
a few short days!!   

  My prayer is that we use this unique time in our lives to do more than just clean out 
closets (although that is certainly a worthy endeavor!).  My prayer is that we use this 
time to see our lives differently.   

How much more do we appreciate the work of people who stock store shelves, work 
in factories, facilitate supply chains, and provide logistics?  I have a new appreciation 
for their work!  How much more do we appreciate the simply act of walking into the 
library, sitting down at our desk at school, having lunch out at a restaurant with the 
friend?  I’m sure you can name other routine parts of your life that you appreciate 
more than ever.  

I invite you to take time to see your life differently, to pick up a new habit or routine.  
Perhaps one of these suggestions might appeal to you.  Go on prayer walks; as you 
walk, pray for the people in each house you pass (especially if you don’t know them).  
Keep a journal; track what it’s been like for you to live through this unique time.  
Reach out to others; especially those on the fringes of your acquaintances.  Remem-
ber the poor; SAFS needs donations of money as well as food items.  Think about 
sharing; if you receive a stimulus check, consider tithing a portion of it to those who 
are in greater need.  Use your free time to schedule time with God; be more inten-
tional about Bible readings, devotions, and prayer time.  Give yourself permission to 
have ups and downs; some days will be harder than others, be kind to yourself on 
the hard days.   

  I ask for your help in celebrating Easter this year, a day we give thanks for God’s 
transforming power over death.  Would you take the butterfly image attached to this 
e-mail or loose in your envelope, cut it out, decorate it (with markers, paint, crayons, 
etc.), and get it back to the church during Holy Week?  You may mail it or drop it off 
in the clear plastic folder on the outside of our main doors.  If you’d like additional 
copies, please let me know.  It is my prayer to use this symbol of transformation to 
remind ourselves of God’s commitment to us during this challenging time.   
 

Peace,  

Beth Ferne Johnson, pastor 
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ONLINE WORSHIP 
We will be hosting Sunday worship online at 11 AM while the safety procedures are in place in 
Ohio.  You can find previous worship services or tune in live on our facebook page (https://
www.facebook.com/StStephenSyl/ ). Feel free to send this link or share our page to friends 
and neighbors who might want a worship experience without leaving home! 

 

Capital University’s Lutheran Campus Pastor is providing two worship experiences online.  On 
Facebook, search for Embrace at Capital University.  Worship is on Wednesdays at 10:05 a.m. 
and Thursday evenings at 9:09 p.m. 

 

Women of the ELCA have a Tuesday at Noon prayer with a devotional sheet that can be print-
ed off or read off the computer screen.  Call a friend (male or female) and pray together Tues-
day at noon.  They are also offering a Daily Devotional called Daily Grace.  You can read that on 
the their website (Women of ELCA, bottom left corner of their homepage, click on Explore 
WELCA) or arrange to have it emailed to you.  If you are interested in these options and need a 
paper copy, please call the church office and we will mail one to you.   
 
HOLY WEEK 
As you know, we are currently in a state of flux about the future.  So, here are two possible 
scenarios for Holy Week. Palm Sunday is still within the 2 week window of self-isolation, so our 
worship on April 5 will be held online at 11:00 and will be able to be viewed at any time after-
wards on Facebook or on YouTube (https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCcria9edIjlTq2ljXXUnB7Q ).   

 

If self-Isolation period comes to an end during Holy Week, our schedule will return to normal: 
  Maundy Thursday at 7:00 
  Good Friday Tenebrae at 7:00 
  Easter, normal worship schedule, 8:30 and 11:00, with breakfast and egg hunt  

 

If self-isolation period continues: 
  Maundy Thursday; an online worship experience will be available 
  Good Friday; Area Lutheran pastors are creating a worship service that will be available 
online. 
  Easter:  We will be having a “drive-in” worship at 11:00.  We ask that you but park in our lot 
and in Highland’s lot, FACING THE CHURCH BUILDING.  We respectfully ask that you not leave 
your car for the duration of the service.  Scott and Pastor Beth will be using Scott’s band equip-
ment (similar to the Fireworks on July 3rd) for people to hear and participate.  John Lock will be 
posting this service to Facebook and YouTube as well.   
  If the governor’s orders continue during Holy Week, we will provide more information about 
these options.   
 
BIBLE 101 
We are working to offer a Bible 101 class online through the Zoom app.  The first class in this 
format will be on March 31st.  We will continue our conversation at church on Tuesdays at 
7:00 once as soon as that is possible. 
 
 
 

https://www.facebook.com/StStephenSyl/
https://www.facebook.com/StStephenSyl/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCcria9edIjlTq2ljXXUnB7Q
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JOY CLUB  
We will be meeting April 21st at Fairway’s Central on Centennial for lunch at 12:00PM. A 
sign up sheet is available on the bulletin board in the Narthex so we can know how 
many to expect, but everyone is welcome! If you have any questions please contact Bet-
ty Lock! 

 

LWR QUILTING 
We will be meeting April 27th for quilting in the month of April. Everyone is welcome and 
no experience is necessary. We will train you! We start at about 9:30 AM and quilt until 
3:00 PM. We do take a lunch break, so if you come for the day please pack a lunch! We 
hope to see you there! 

 

 

 

 
CATECHISM 
Catechism classes will meet on April 19 & 26, keep an eye on the beacon for the exact dates.  
Please remember to bring your Bible and your Manna and Mercy book. Thanks!   
 
BABY PLAYDATE 

A new group is forming for some of our youngest youth!  On the second Wednesday of each 
month, with the next meeting on May 13 at 10:30 AM, we’re inviting babies and their caregiv-
ers to an hour of sharing and giving the babies a chance to interact with each other.   

RUTH LIAROS 
We recently heard about Ruth’s passing. She was born July 7, 1930 and died October 9, 
2019 when she was 89 years old. Because of family estrangement there was no obituary 
or services. Please keep her children, Amanda, Nick and his wife Jenny in your prayers.  
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Kid’s Movie Club 
We are not going to be meeting in the first week of April  in 

the interest of everyone’s safety. St. Stephen’s Kid’s Movie 

Club will be meeting Thursday, May 7th at 5:00 PM. We will 

meet once a month at 5:00 PM on the first Thursday of the 

month for a movie, snacks, and discussion afterwards! The 

photo on the front is of our kid’s movie night in March. 

       LSS Food Pantry 

 

We continue to support the LSS Food Pantry with donations. 
Some suggested donations for this time of year are boxed cere-
als, pastas and noodles. The grocery cart is still located in the 
Narthex and we appreciate any non-perishable food item that is 
donated! 

     

                               Salem Non-Food Pantry  

The Salem Non-Food Pantry is in need of supplies! 

Toothpaste, toothbrushes, natural hair care products, 

laundry detergent, diapers, onesies, shampoo, condi-

tioner, hand soap, and other similar items are all need-

ed for those in need in the community!  

 LWR Hand Towel Fundraiser 
Nancy Kubiak is making kitchen hand towels and dish cloths 

to sell for $3, all proceeds to be used to mail the LWR quilts 

to their final destinations.  We will be offering them for sale, 

in the narthex, on the Sunday before the Quilt Workday, in 

April.  Thank you for your support and thank you to Nancy, 

for her generous donation.  
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THRIVENT ACTION TEAMS 
I am available to help Thrivent Members write for an action team for anyone who wishes to 
have the help. It is always good hear how creative our Thrivent Members are with spending the 
Thrivent Action Team’s $250 to supplement a project you, as a member of the 
congregation,  have in mind. 
Ruth Moeller 
Council Liaison 

 

 
NEWSLETTER DEADLINE 
As always our newsletter deadline for anything you want to be added is 
the 2nd Tuesday in the month. So for May 2020 Newsletter please have all 
your items submitted by April 14.  

 

SIMPLY GIVING 
During the Easter season, it is encouraging to see both new and familiar faces at our worship 
services. Throughout the year, many of you already support the congregation with your time, 
talent and financial contributions but greater participation is always welcome. We encourage 
you to look into our electronic giving program. It takes just a few minutes to set up a recurring 
giving plan. Contact Sally Goetz for more details. 
 

Sally Goetz 

Coordinator               

 

KROGER REWARDS 
We are pleased to report St. Stephen is receiving donations from 20 of our households who 
shop at Kroger.  A huge thank you to all who are participating in this program.  If you have not 
already done so, please go online at www.krogercommunityrewards.com, and sign up to have 
your Community Rewards directed to St. Stephen! Also, every few years, Kroger’s requires 
each household to re-confirm their donation choice, which you can do through the same web-
site  Our organization number is PJ196.  If you would like assistance in signing up for this pro-
gram, please see Marilyn Scuralli or Kathy Aldrich.   

http://www.krogercommunityrewards.com
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Prayer Notes April 2020 
 

I was trying to think of something to write for this month and feeling 

frustrated when I began to think about my day. First, it had started out 

as a grey day with intermittent rain. This afternoon, it suddenly turned 

reasonably warm (49 degrees) and sunshine. Isn’t it amazing how the 

sun makes everything seem so much better. I celebrated another birth-

day yesterday and I was thinking  about  and how very blessed I am. 

First of all, I came to church and many of you wished me a happy birth-

day. My children, John and Debbie, took me out for lunch. My daughter 

sent me a dozen white roses and then called with her birthday wishes. 

My brother-in-law in Maine called with his wishes. The next day a dear 

friend took me out for lunch and when I got home, I had two messages 

from friends wishing me a happy birthday and wanting to go out to 

lunch. One of those friends, I had not heard from or seen in quite a 

while and I was so pleased to hear from her. On top of that, the congre-

gation sang “happy birthday” to me at both services. And I got lots of 

birthday cards!! (You know I love cards!) I am so blessed. God has 

blessed me with the most wonderful people in my life and I am so very 

grateful. So I am especially grateful to the God who has given us an un-

believable gift in the gift of prayer. He wants to speak with us….not just 

on birthdays or when we are celebrating….but every day. Isn’t that 

amazing?! That is a gift we should all be grateful for……let’s pray.  
 

Betty Lock 

COMMUNITY PRAYERS 

ALL  IN GOOD FUN 
 
 

Young Ernie and his family were invited to have Easter 
Sunday lunch at his grandmother's house in Monkey's 
Eyebrow, Arizona. USA. Everyone was seated around 
the table as the food was being served.  When Ernie 
received his plate he started eating straight away. 

'Ernie, wait until we say grace,' demanded his father. 

'I don't have to,' the five year old replied. 

'Of course you do, Ernest,' his mother insisted rather 
forcefully. 'We always say a prayer before eating at our 
house.' 

'That's at our house,' Ernie explained, 'but this is 
Grandma's house, and she knows how to cook.' 

 

BIBLE QUIZ 

Who carried the cross for Jesus? 

 (Answer  page 9) 

A. Simeon 

B. Simon Peter 

C. Simon of Cyrene 

D. Thomas 
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We have a few people who are finding it difficult to get from 
their cars into the church building On Sunday mornings. 

In addition to the marked spaces at the front door, if we could 
leave the 6 spaces closest to the back door (3 on either side of 
the door) available to them, it would make it much easier for 

them to worship with us. Thank you! 

Hearing assistance equipment for up to 8 users 

available for anyone who needs help hearing the 

service better. Please ask Jeremy Hopkins or any-

one who uses the equipment for assistance.

President   Marilyn Scuralli 
Vice President  Joe Kahl 
Secretary  Corrie Schuppenies 
Treasurer  Libby Boldt 
 
 

Christian Education Pastor Beth 
Finance Libby Boldt 
Prayer, Praise, Worship Marilyn Scuralli 
Property Joe Kahl 
Stewardship/Staff Support Beth Thomsen/Marilyn Scuralli 
Technology John Lock 
Youth & Family Ministry Corrie S./Doug Paxton 

                                   Social Ministry      Joan Haddox 
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Bible Quiz Answer: 

C. Simon of Cyrene 

 

 

Baptismal Birthdays 
4/1            Barb Davis 
4/1            Tricia Kunkel 
4/1            Sandy Markin 
4/1            Sharon Mason 
4/4            Mary Ann Klimesh 
4/5            Amy Chauvette 
4/6            Betty Lock 
4/6            John Lock 
4/17          Bill Markin 
4/22          Marsha Grouls 
 

Birthdays 
4/7          Pat Hoehing 
4/7          Bryan Huffman 
4/10        Tom Davis 
4/11        Cathy Gustafson 
4/12        Tom Pfau 
4/13        Kayla Marchant 
4/17        Jerry Kunkel 
4/19        Larry Golba 
4/21        Joanne Johnson 
4/29        Jenny Troutman 
 

Online Sermons! 

Don’t forget to search for St. Stephen Luther-

an Church, Sylvania, Ohio to watch past,  

present and future sermons! 

 

The Word In Season 

“The Word in Season” 
books for April, May 
and June are now avail-
able by the usher’s ta-
ble. This is a great daily 
resource for at home 
study! Please  feel free 
to take one today! 

The 

Word  

In  

Season 
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SERVICE ASSISTANTS 

Service assistants are an important 

part of our worship. The 2020 volun-

teer sign-up sheet is on the bulletin 

board for each month.  

 
REMINDER 

If you are unable to serve on your 

day, it is your responsibility to find a 

replacement and call the church of-

fice with that information.  

  April 5, 2020 April 12, 2020 

  8:30 AM 11:00 AM 8:30 AM 11:00 AM 

Counter Dave Haddix Dave Haddix 

Communion Assist.   

Online Worship 

Lay Assistant   

Altar Prep Pat Hoehing Betty Lock 

Greeters   

Ushers   

Praying Friend   

  April 19, 2020 April 26, 2020 

  8:30 AM 11:00 AM 8:30 AM 11:00 AM 

Counter Lin McKelvey Beth Thomsen 

Communion Assist.     

Lay Assistant     

Altar Prep Cathy Gustafson Sue Marvin Nancy Pfau Joanne J. 

Greeters     

Ushers     

Praying Friend     
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 
 

  

 

1 
 

2 
 

 

3 

 
 

 

4 
 

5 
Palm Sunday 

 
11AM Online Worship 

6 7 
 

 

8 
 

 

9 

6:00 PM Girl 

Scouts 

7:00 PM  

Maundy  

Thursday  

Worship 

10 
7 PM  

Tenebrae 

Worship 

 
 

11 
9:45AM Saturday 
Morning Coffee  
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Easter Sunday 

8AM Prayer 
8:30AM Traditional Worship 
9:45 AM Fellowship Breakfast 
10:15 AM Egg Hunt 
11AM Contemporary Worship 
 

13 
 
 

14 
Newsletter   
Deadline 

 

7:00 PM Bible 

101 

15 

 

5:30 PM 
Brownie Scouts 
6:30 PM Girl 
Scouts  
 

 

16 
 

 

 

17 

 

18 

 
9:45AM Saturday 
Morning Coffee 

 

  
 

19 

8AM Prayer 
8:30AM Traditional Worship 
9:45 AM Spiritual Growth 
11AM Contemporary Worship 
12PM Catechism 
4PM Movie Matinee 

 

20 
 
6:30 PM Coun-
cil Meeting  
 

 

 

21 

12:00 PM JOY 

Club 

7:00 PM Bible 

101 

22 
 

 

23 
 

24 

 

25 
 9:45AM Satur-

day Morning 

Coffee 

 

26 

 
8AM Prayer 
8:30AM Traditional Worship 
9:45 AM Spiritual Growth 
11AM Contemporary Worship 
12PM Catechism 

27 
 
9:30AM LWR 
Quilting 

 
 
 

28 

7:00 PM Bible 

101 

29 30   

April 2020 


