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Pastor: Rev. Beth Ferne Johnson 
sslcpastor@buckeye-express.com 

Worship: Sundays 8:30 AM & 11:00 AM 
Spiritual Growth 9:45 AM 

 

St. Stephen Lutheran Church 

7800 Erie St. • Sylvania, OH  

(419)885-1551 

www.ststephensylvania.church 

“Our Lord has written the promise of resurrection, not in books alone, but in every leaf in spring-

time.”  

― Martin Luther 

 
  Well, we’re waiting!  I’m eager for spring to come, to see the flowers, hear the 
birds, see the green grass begin to grow.  I’m even eager for a few dandelions!  
We’ve had some hints of spring, but it seems to be taking a while to arrive.   
  As our world wakes up from the winter, it is a visible symbol of what we’re prom-
ised in the resurrection.  Jesus promises, “I am the resurrection and the life”.  Je-
sus speaks those words minutes before he demonstrates his power, by going to 
the tomb of Lazarus, who has been dead for four days, and calling, “Lazarus, 
come out”.  And Lazarus does come out, wrapped in grave linens.  Jesus tells 
those watching, “Unbind him and let him go”. (John 11) So, they unwrap the band-
ages from Lazarus and he is restored to life, to abundant life.  Later in the next 
chapter of John, Lazarus will be sitting next to Jesus as Jesus shares the last 
meal with his disciples.  In many ways, the raising of Lazarus acts as a foreshad-
owing of what will happen to Jesus and what will happen to us, when our time 
comes to die.   
   Even though our resurrection happens once forever, it is fascinating to think 
about the number of times we’ve lived through a period of death, through a period 
that felt like winter of the soul.  In that situation, what led you to have hope?  To 
see new life and possibilities?  To sense that God was with you?  That is the 
promise of the resurrection at work in us, bringing life out of death.  Believing this 
promise helps us to live through the winter seasons of our lives, trusting that the 
resurrection spring will come, even if it seems to be taking a while.   
  Part of our calling as Christians—not to just wallow in the promise of resurrection 
for ourselves—is to spread the good news.  We’re called to walk with people into 
areas of depression, of rejection, of addiction, of mental illness, of deep sadness, 
of fear of death, of other spaces where people’s souls feel dead—to speak the 
words of resurrection hope to them.  God is with them, God has a better future in 
mind for them.  Through us, God is working to make that happen.  God says, 
“No”, to the powers of this world that would keep us in death—to addictions, nega-
tivity, pain, sin, and evil.  God says, “Yes”, to love, peace, life, and deep joy.  Ulti-
mately, love wins.     
  So, as we look for signs of spring to come, let us also look for ways in which we 
share this good news with those around us. 
 
   Peace,  
    Pastor Beth   

http://www.goodreads.com/author/show/29874.Martin_Luther
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SUNDAY YOUTH 
Kindergarten through 4th grade youth will meet during the 11:00 
worship time each Sunday to focus on one of the Bible readings 
for the day.  Our themes in April are: 
  April 1:  Jesus is Risen 
  April 8:  Early Believers Share 
  April 15:  Jesus appears to Disciples 
  April 22:  The Good Shepherd 
  April 29:  Let us Love one Another   
 
 
 

CATECHISM 
Classes will be held on April 8 and 22 after our 11:00 morning 
worship.  Bring your Bible and your Manna and Mercy book as we 
examine God’s role in the Bible and in our lives, too.   

  
 LENTEN SOUP DINNER AND EASTER SERVICES 
 Thanks to all who brought in Soup for our Lenten Soup Suppers and 

who brought in food items for our Easter Breakfast together!  The kids 
would especially like to thank those who contributed candy for the 
Easter Egg Hunt!   

 
 HELPING HANDS TO HOUSTON  
 Thanks to all who have provided gifts to help our two young people 

and Pastor Beth on their trip to the ELCA National Youth Gathering.  
This fundraiser continues through Easter, so we don’t have a final 
count yet, but look for this in our Beacon and May newsletter.   

 
BOOK STUDY 

 We will begin a book study on Dietrich Bonhoeffer in late April or early 
May.  Your Sunday Beacon will have more information on this 
opportunity.  

Easter Sunday 
  
 
 
 
     

  
 
 

Traditional Worship 8:30 
AM 
 

Easter Breakfast  
9:45 AM 

 
Easter Egg Hunt  

10:15 AM 
 

Contemporary Worship 
11:00 AM 

Family Game Night 
 

 
Join us on March 9 from 
7-9 pm for a games, fun 
and family time! We will 
all meet at the McKel-
vey’s and enjoy a fun 
time of fellowship and 
friendly competition! Eve-
ry one is welcome and 
we hope to see you 
there!  
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JOY CLUB  

JOY stands for Just Older Youth and is a great chance for a fun lunch 
out and fellowship with the women at St. Stephen. The JOY Club 
meets every month. The next luncheon is scheduled for April 17 and 
will be a mystery trip!  Look for the sign up sheet on the bulletin 
board! 

 

 
 
WOMEN’S DAYTIME BIBLE STUDY 

The Women's Daytime Bible study will resume again after Easter 
(April 1) on April 18, 2018. If you have not attended before, join us. 
If you cannot commit to every week, come when you can.  If you 
have any questions, speak to Nancy Pfau or Betty Lock. 
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 LUTHERAN SOCIAL SERVICES FOOD PANTRY 

The LSS pantry is currently experiencing heavy request for food from 
the community. Thanks to everyone who helped to decorate our 
Thanksgiving altar with donations for the LSS Food Pantry.  All dona-
tions go to help those in need in our local community.  Also, thanks to 
everyone who continues to donate food to our cart! 

     

BEEPING EASTER EGG HUNT 

Thank you to Michelle Ballard for helping St. Stephen  host and 
be a part of the annual Beeping Easter Egg Hunt which took 
place this year on March 10! It was sponsored by the Lion’s club. 
The eggs are set out in the play yard and beep to help those who 
are visually impaired to find them!  

PET BLESSING 

Join us once again for our Pet Extravaganza! This year we will have 
pet blessings provided by St. Stephen Lutheran Church. A pet safety 
speech from Countryside Animal Hospital. Followed by a Puppy of All 
Ages Parade around the neighborhood, weather permitting. A pho-
tographer to take your family portrait! Golden Retrievers Rescue Re-
source will also be back as our honoree rescue, we will be collecting 
an at will admission fee to benefit them.  

 SALEM NON-FOOD PANTRY 

We have an on going collection of hygiene items that we do-
nate to the Salem Non-Food pantry! Things like new tooth-
paste, toilet paper, feminine hygiene products, soaps, and 
shampoos are always appreciated. Thank you to everyone 
who has donated! If you would like to donate, feel free to 
leave your items on the shelf above the coat rack under the 
TV in the narthex. 
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CHURCH RENTAL  
Want to use St. Stephen rooms? Contact the office to have your activity logged in the church 
calendar, which is available to view online. However, space approval is based on the secretary’s 
calendar. Please note that set-up and clean up is your responsibility when using the building.  
 

Please contact the church office before you borrow tables or chairs as they may be promised for 
other functions. Thanks!  
 
 
  

NEWSLETTER DEADLINE 
As always our newsletter deadline for anything you want to be added is 
the 2nd Tuesday in the month. So for May 2018 Newsletter please have all 
your items submitted by April 10.  

 

 

 

Many thanks to Little Miracles 

for refreshing the paint job in 

our fellowship hall.  The walls 

were looking a little smudged 

and dingy in places.  It is 

remarkable what a fresh coat 

of paint can do!  Thanks! 
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KROGER REWARDS 
Kroger’s has a rewards program that includes do-
nating to the community.  If you have not already 
done so, please go online to: 
www.krogercommunityrewards.com   

Once there,  sign up to have your Community Re-
wards directed to St. Stephen!  If you would like as-
sistance in signing up for this program, please see 
Marilyn Scuralli or Kathy Aldrich.   

St. Stephen Lutheran Church Financial Report for 2017 
           

 
General/

Operating 
Building 

Fund 
Social Out-

reach  
Scholarship 

Fund 
Totals  for 

2017 

Contributions: $206,354 $16,190 $4,070 $1,622 $228,236 

Other Receipts $9,224 $1,367 $675 $8,603 $19,869 

Totals $215,578 $17,557 $4,745 $10,225 $248,105 

           

Disbursements: $201,844 $0 $4,675 $7,113 $213,633 

Amount Donations/Receipts  

   Exceeded Disbursements $13,734 $17,557 $69 $3,112 $34,473 

Ending Bank Balances by Fund:     

Checking Accounts $17,233 $0 $0 $614 $17,847 

Saving Accounts $22,365 $20,168 $0 $23,952 $66,485 

Totals at 12/31/217 $39,599 $20,168 $0 $24,566 $84,332 

       

Note:  "Other Receipts" include rent & building use, Kroger Rewards, monetary donations to SSLC for 
outreach programs, interest on savings and the golf outing. 

Note:  Thrivent Fund $250 cash cards and "in-kind" donations are not included in the report.  Those 
donations contributed significantly to the outreach ministries of the congregation. 

Thank you members, for your contributions of Time, Talent and Treasure in 2017.   We start 2018 in a 
healthy financial position to serve our  God, our members and our neighbors. 

Submitted by Libby Boldt, Treasurer 

http://www.krogercommunityrewards.com
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Betty Lock’s Prayer Notes 
“This is the day the Lord has made; we will rejoice and be 

glad in it.” Psalm 118:24 

Just saying this verse, or singing it, makes my day start 

off on a good note. No matter what happens, if I can 

remember this verse, somehow all is better.  And, 

hopefully, I will show that in my life as the day pro-

gresses because I start off grateful. Children wait with 

great anticipation each year for Christmas. What day 

do we wait for? Easter and here it is again. The day to 

remember the day Christ rose from the grave so we 

could shout and sing “This is the day the Lord has 

made; I will rejoice and be glad in it.” I had a friend 

who used to say those words to start his day but he 

would add to them. He would say, at the end, “no 

matter what”. I think of that so often…no matter what 

this day holds for me, I will rejoice and be glad in it.  

COMMUNITY PRAYERS 

 

ALL  IN GOOD FUN 

  It was Palm Sunday but because of a sore 
throat, 5-year-old Johnny stayed home from 
church with a sitter. When the family returned 
home, they were carrying several palm fronds. 
Johnny asked them what they were for. 
      "People held them over Jesus' head as he 
walked by," his father told him. 
      "Wouldn't you know it," Johnny fumed, "the 
one Sunday I don't go and he shows up."  

 

BIBLE QUIZ 

What Jewish feast was being celebrated 
the week Jesus was crucified? 

 (Answer  page 9) 

A. Ramadan 

B. Passover 

C. Shiva 

D. Torah 

PRAYING FOR THE CONGREGATION 

 

4/9 Mel & Sue Thomas 

4/10 Beth Thomsen  

4/11 Garry Ward 

4/12 Chuck Williams 

4/16 Tina Williams 

4/17 Laura Young 

4/18 Aaron & Janet Ziegler 

4/19 Steve & Kathy Ziegler 

4/23 Those who mourn 

4/24 Those who have yet to know God 

4/25 Those who have lost their way 

4/26 Those who rejoice this day 

4/30 Those who hunger 
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President   Marilyn Scuralli 
Vice President  Joe Kahl 
Secretary  Lin McKelvey 
Treasurer  Libby Boldt 
 
 

Christian Education Bryan Huffman 
Finance Libby Boldt 
Prayer, Praise, Worship Marilyn Scuralli 
Property Joe Kahl 
Stewardship/Staff Support Beth Thomsen/Marilyn Scuralli 
Technology Shawn Murphy 
Youth & Family Ministry Lin McKelvey  

                                   Social Ministry      Anetta Schmidt 
 
 

 

 

We have a few people who are finding it difficult to get from 
their cars into the church building On Sunday mornings. 

In addition to the marked spaces at the front door, if we could 
leave the 6 spaces closest to the back door (3 on either side of 
the door) available to them, it would make it much easier for 

them to worship with us. Thank you! 

Hearing assistance equipment for up to 8 users 

available for anyone who needs help hearing the 

service better. Please ask Jeremy Hopkins or any-

one who uses the equipment for assistance.
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“The Word in Season” books 
for April, May and June are 
now available by the usher’s 
table. This is a great daily 
resource for at home study! 
Please  feel free to take one 
today! 

Bible Quiz Answer: 

B. Passover 

Book Club 

Our St. Stephen book group on a brief hia-

tus until after the holiday season. Hopeful-

ly we will be meeting again soon and dis-

cussing a book that will be announced at a 

later date! Keep an eye on future Beacons, 

newsletters and 

the St. Stephen 

website for more 

information 

about not only 

the book, but the 

date!  

Baptismal Birthdays 
4/1          Barb Davis 
4/1          Tricia Kunkel 
4/1          Sandy Markin 
4/1          Christy Stilwell 
4/1          Laura Young 
4/4          Mary Ann Klimesh 
4/5          Amy Chauvette 
4/6          Betty Lock 

4/6          John Lock 
4/11       Anthony Russell 
4/17       Bill Markin 
4/18        Caitlynn Murphy 

4/18        Cari Murphy 
4/22        Marsha Grouls 
4/27       Haleigh Murphy 
 
 

Birthdays 
4/1         April Mercer 
4/7         Pat Hoehing 
4/7         Bryan Huffman 
4/9         Judy Lanham 
4/10       Tom Davis 
4/11       Cathy Gustafson 
4/12       Tom Pfau 
4/13        Kayla Marchant 
4/17        Jerry Kunkel 
4/19        Larry Golba 
4/20        Marian Luck 
4/21       Joanne Johnson 
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INGREDIENTS: 
3 large white onions , sliced 

3 tablespoons butter 

2 tablespoons brown sugar 

64 oz Beef Broth (I use reduced sodium) 

1 tbsp Worcestershire sauce 

1 clove garlic , minced 

1/4 cup dry sherry 

4 sprigs fresh thyme (or 1 tsp dried Thyme) 

1 Bay Leaf 

8 slices dry french bread 

3/4 cup Gruyere cheese , shredded 

1/2 cup Emmental cheese , shred-
ded 

6 tablespoons fresh parmesan 
cheese 

DIRECTIONS: 
In a large non-stick pan, cook on-

ions, butter and brown sugar 
over medium low heat until 
golden and caramelized. 
(About 20 minutes). 

Once golden, add to the slow 
cooker along with remaining 
ingredients except bread and 
cheeses. 

Cook on low for 6-8 hours. 

Remove and discard bay leaf and 
ladle the soup into bowls. Top 
with dry bread slices and chees-
es. Broil 2-3 minutes or until 
cheese is melted and browned. 

NOTES: 
If you don’t have dry bread, slice 
your loaf and dry it in the oven at 
300 degrees for about 5-7 minutes. 
Cool completely. 

One of our 

“Souper 

Bowl Soups! 
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SERVICE ASSISTANTS 

Service assistants are an important part of our worship. The 2018 volunteer sign-up sheet is 
on the bulletin board for each month. Call Cathy Gustafson  

(419)882-6106 with questions.  

  April 1, 2018 April 8, 2018 

  8:30 AM 11:00 AM 10:00 AM 7:00 PM 

Counter Beth Thomsen Marilyn Scuralli 

Council Person Netta Schmidt  Beth Thomsen Joe Kahl 

Lay Assistant Betty Lock Beth Thomsen Niel Johnson Dave Haddix 

Altar Prep Cathy Gustafson Lynn Golba Nancy Pfau Ruth Moeller 

Greeters J&L Boldt Marty McKelvey H&P Hoehing Marty McKelvey 

Ushers J&L Boldt  H&P Hoehing  

 April15, 2018 April 22, 2018 April 29, 2018 

 8:30 AM 8:30 AM 11:00  AM 8:30 AM 11:00 AM 11:00 AM 

Counter Marilyn Scuralli Herb Hoehing Herb Hoehing 

Council Person Beth Thomsen Bryan Huffman Joe Kahl  Marilyn Scuralli Marilyn Scuralli 

Lay Assistant   Marilyn Scuralli Nancy Pfau  Bob Rieck 

Altar Prep Carol Brown Mary Ann Klimesh Sue Marvin Nancy Pfau Joanne Johnson Tricia Kunkel 

Greeters B&C Huffman Carol Brown Marty McKelvey J&J Sansbury Marty McKelvey Marty McKelvey 

Ushers B&C Huffman Carol Brown C&D Haddix J&J Sansbury  T&J Kunkel 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 
Easter 

Noisy Offering  

 

8AM Prayer 
8:30AM Traditional Worship 
9:45 AM Easter Breakfast 
10:15 AM Easter Egg Hunt 
11AM Contemporary Worship 

2 3 
3:45 PM Girl 
Scouts 

4 5 6 

 

7 
9:45AM Saturday 
Morning Coffee  

 

 

8    
 

8AM Prayer 
8:30AM Traditional Worship 
9:45 AM Spiritual Growth 
11AM Contemporary Worship 
12PM Catechism 

9 
 
   

10 
 
Newsletter  
      Deadline 

11 
 
5:30/6:30 PM 
Girl Scouts 
 
 
 

12 
 
 

13 

 
 

14 

9:45AM Saturday 
Morning Coffee  
 

12:00 CPR Train-
ing Class 

15 

3 Bring a Friend  

8AM Prayer 
8:30AM Traditional Worship 
9:45 AM Spiritual Growth 
11AM Contemporary Worship 
 
 
 

16 
 
6:30 Council 
Meeting  

17 

12:00 PM JOY 

Club 

 
 

18 
 
 
1:00 PM  
Women’s Day-
time Bible Study 

19 

 
 

20 

 

21 

9:45AM Saturday 
Morning Coffee 

 

  
 
 

22 

                                      
8AM Prayer 
8:30AM Traditional Worship 
9:45 AM Spiritual Growth 
11AM Contemporary Worship 
12 PM Catechism 

 

 

23 
 

9:30 AM  
Quilting 

24 

 

 

25 
 
1:00 PM  
Women’s Day-
time Bible Study 

26 27 

 

 

28 

 9:45AM Satur-
day Morning 
Coffee 

 

1:00 PM Pet  

Extravaganza 

29 

8AM Prayer 
8:30AM Traditional Worship 
9:45 AM Spiritual Growth 
11AM Contemporary Worship 

 

30 

 

  

 

  

 

 

April 2018 


