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Peace prayer of St. Francis 

Lord, make me an instrument of your peace: 
where there is hatred, let me sow love; 
where there is injury, pardon; 
where there is doubt, faith; 
where there is despair, hope; 
where there is darkness, light; 
where there is sadness, joy. 
 
O divine Master, grant that I may not so much seek 
to be consoled as to console, 
to be understood as to understand, 
to be loved as to love. 
For it is in giving that we receive, 
it is in pardoning that we are pardoned, 
and it is in dying that we are born to eternal life. 
Amen. 

  

  It has been an “interesting” week in our political system.  Given the intensity of 

emotion on both sides of the political aisle, I remembered this prayer of St. Fran-

cis of Assisi.  Francis was no stranger to intense feelings, as his own father was 

not happy (to say the least) with Francis’ decision to turn his back on the family 

business and live as a pauper.  But Francis was caught up in this vision of the 

Gospel, a vision of love and inclusion for all—especially the lepers and ill people 

rejected by his society.  Francis saw in the world an extension of God’s love for 

all…even the tiniest sparrow was a source of joy for him.   

  As we all know people on the opposite side of our own political view, I would in-
vite you to consider the words of St. Francis…to talk with folks and see what 
stands behind their opinion.  Why do they feel the way they do?  What is their 
motivation? And having gained a greater understanding, we can seek to be in-
struments of God’s peace and love for all. 

Peace,  

Pastor Beth 

Pastor: Rev. Beth Ferne Johnson 
sslcpastor@buckeye-express.com 

Worship: Sundays 8:30 AM & 11:00 AM 
Spiritual Growth 9:45 AM 

St. Stephen Lutheran Church 

7800 Erie St. • Sylvania, OH  

(419)885-1551 

www.ststephenlutheran.church 
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SUNDAY YOUTH 
Our Sunday classes for youth aged 4 years to 4th grade are meeting at 
9:45-10:45 in the Yellow Classroom!  Our teachers are Kristin Huffman 
and Pastor Beth.  We’re beginning a new program that focuses on sto-
ries from the Bible rather than following Sunday readings! Please join 
us for learning and fun! 
 
 

 
CATECHISM CLASSES 

Catechism started off on a “cool” note with games and ice cream in September. We will meet 
on October 6 and 13. Youth are encouraged  to attend and help with the OCC Packing Party on 
October 27th! 

 
BIBLE 101 
 A new Bible learning offering is available.  This is a “Bible ba-
sics” class intended for people at all levels of their faith jour-
ney.  We will gather on Tuesday evenings at 7:00 for an hour 
of  Bible conversation questions.   

 
 

CHOIR PRACTICE 
Love to sing?  Please consider joining our choir!  We practice 
on Wednesdays at 7:00 p.m. starting on October 2.  We’ll be 
working on music for our Christmas Program.  Scott is great 
at working with people of all musical levels and abilities—
knowing how to read music is not a requirement for partici-
pation!   
 
ANNUAL MEETING 
Our annual meeting will be November 10th with One Won-
derful Worship  at 10:00 AM and potluck after our meeting.  
Please mark it on your calendar and come if you are able so 
we are able to vote on important decisions!  

SPIRITUAL GIFTS  
WORKSHOP 

Do you know what your 
spiritual gifts are? Wis-
dom? Hospitality? 
Teaching? Mercy? Heal-
ing? Evangelism? Join 
Dave Haddix on October 
26th from 9:30 AM—
1:30 PM as he leads us 
through this workshop 
of discovery. Lunch is in-
cluded! To register call 
the church office at 
(419)885-1551 or sign 
up on the registration 
sheet posted on the bul-
letin board.  
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JOY CLUB  

JOY Club is going to be meeting on Tuesday, October 15 at  Earth to  
Oven, 5758 Main St. in Sylvania at 12:00. A sign up sheet is posted on 
the bulletin board in the narthex. We always welcome new women to 
join us and if you have any questions, please see Pastor Beth! 

 

 

My sincerest thanks goes out to all the ladies who have used their time, talents, and hands to 
make the LWR quilts. What a beautiful expression of God’s grace and love to people all around 
the world! Also, a huge thank you to all who used their Thrivent Action money to contribute to 
this ministry and to those who made donations of fabric. We will start up again in January—all 
are welcome!   Mary Ann Klimesh  

 

November 6, 2019 from 9:30 AM-2:30 PM First Lutheran Church  
in Tiffin, Ohio will host our Synod’s 2nd annual Day of Prayer. The 
address is 300 Melmore St., Tiffin OH 44883 and it costs $15 
(Lunch and Refreshments provided). Who is presenting? Daniel 
Wolpert, MDiv is a Presbyterian minister and cofounder of MICAH. 
What is MICAH? MICAH stands for Minnesota Institute of Contem-
plation and Healing. In addition to leading retreats, teaching, and 

providing counseling and spiritual direction, Daniel has written several books on spiritual 
leadership which can be found on their website www.micahprays.org. Daniel’s wife Debra 
Bell, MD will be joining us also this year. She is the co-founder of MICAH and board certified 
in family practice with 20 years in conventional medicine and complementary and alterna-
tive medicine. Trey Everett, MA is co-director of MICAH and leads retreats, provides spiritual 
direction, and is a contemplative artist providing graphic recording for our session together. 
Trey also has books, bulletin covers, and resources for the lectionary on their website. 

 

https://www.google.com/maps/place/First+Lutheran+Church/@41.1022859,-83.1713984,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m5!3m4!1s0x883bdf346b7b49d7:0x5c5ab12f55c883c6!8m2!3d41.1022859!4d-83.1692044
https://www.google.com/maps/place/First+Lutheran+Church/@41.1022859,-83.1713984,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m5!3m4!1s0x883bdf346b7b49d7:0x5c5ab12f55c883c6!8m2!3d41.1022859!4d-83.1692044
http://www.micahprays.org
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           St. Paul Luncheon 

A special thank you to Wendy S, Sharon M, Joan H, Trisha K, Pr. Beth, and Dave A. for serv-
ing lunch at St Paul’s community center. One of the highlights was when clients asked if the 
deserts were homemade and  we could answer yes! Please know that your homemade 
treats were greatly appreciated and loved by many. Thank you to Joan Haddox for writing a 
Thrivent Action Team and for all of the congregation members for their support and pray-
ers for this mission. Thank you to Ruth Moeller for her support in writing Thrivent Action 
Team proposals. Peace, Kathy Aldrich - social outreach liaison  

                      

                                   Lutheran Social Services Food Pantry 

The LSS pantry is currently experiencing heavy request for food from 
the community. Thanks to everyone who has donated non-
perishable items to the Food Pantry.  All donations go to help those 
in need in our local community.   

                                                 OCC Packing Party 

Please join us on October 27 after the worship and praise service 

for our annual Operation Christmas Child packing party! We will 

be taking all of the lovely donations we have received and assem-

bling the shoe boxes to send to those children in need. We hope 

to see you there!   

                                       

On October 10, you’re invited to gather at Community of Christ Lu-

theran, 6517 Finzel Road in Whitehouse at 6:30 p.m.  We will begin 

with worship, followed by Appetizers, and a time of learning. Bishop 

Beaudoin will kick-off the evening with the introduction of the Year 

of Discipleship, after which you can choose to attend one of two 

presentations. If you’d like to attend or bring an appetizer, please 

register at the NWO Synod website.  



 

 

 5 

CHURCH RENTAL  
Want to use St. Stephen rooms? Contact the office to have your activity logged in the church 
calendar, which is available to view online. However, space approval is based on the secretary’s 
calendar. Please note that set-up and clean up is your responsibility when using the building.  
 

Please contact the church office before you borrow tables or chairs as they may be promised 
for other functions. Thanks!  

 
 

NEWSLETTER DEADLINE 
As always our newsletter deadline for anything you want to be added is 
the 2nd Tuesday in the month. So for November 2019 Newsletter please 
have all your items submitted by October 8.  

 

 

 
MINISTRY CALENDAR 
The 2019-2020 Ministry is now available. Paper copies are available on the name tag table and 
a digital copy will be available online. Also, the online calendar on the St. Stephen website has 
been updated with the new information. Thank you!  

Thank you  We have had a busy month in Sep-
tember!  Thank you to all who helped with the 
Back to Church Sunday, Prayer for the Cure ser-
vice, the Pet Blessing and Adoption event, and 
the St. Paul meal.  Your work is greatly appreci-
ated as we seek to invite our neighbors to join 
our work at St. Stephen! 

   

Thank you, Bryan Huffman, for your many 
teaching sessions during Gathering Space over 
the years!  Bryan's questions, knowledge and 
teaching style have been a gift to us!  Bryan 
and Carole will be relocating in the new few 
months. 
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KROGER REWARDS 
Kroger’s has a rewards program that includes donating to the community.  These funds are vi-
tal in support of four ministries: 

1st Quarter donations are presented to the Quilting Group for Lutheran World Relief 

2nd Quarter is used for the St Paul’s Community Center 
Project 

3rd Quarter supports our Operation Christmas 
Child Program 

4th Quarter is used for our Sylvania Area Family Services 
Christmas Outreach 

A huge thank you to all who are participating in this sup-
portive program.  If you have not already done so, please 
go online at www.krogercommunityrewards.com, and sign 
up to have your Community Rewards directed to St. Ste-
phen!  If you would like assistance in signing up for this 
program, please see Marilyn Scuralli or Kathy Aldrich.   

 Council Members Required 

 

Our annual meeting is coming up early November.  We have 3 council members 
whose terms are up.  We need your support.  Please consider signing up for a 
council position.  This is a 2-year term.  We meet monthly to review business and 
plan out upcoming events.  The sessions are fun, while progressive.  Please con-
tact any member of council to discuss this opportunity.   We look forward to your 
participation! 

 

Marilyn Scuralli 

http://www.krogercommunityrewards.com
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Betty Lock’s Prayer Notes 
Jesus said, “Whoever listens to you listens to me.” John 10:16 (The Word 

in Season, July 2) 

This devotional really caught my attention. The author talks about the 

difference between “listening and hearing”. Now, as you all know, I am 

‘hearing impaired’ to put it nicely….sometimes I really struggle to hear 

you!! There is a distinction between hearing (it’s harder sometimes) and 

listening. We all know what hearing is but “listening” is something we 

have to work hard at and, when you have hearing loss, you have to work 

very hard at listening. Just as we all have to pay attention to listening in 

order to hear, we also need to pay attention and invest the time and 

effort to listen to God. How do we do that? Well, fortunately, we don’t 

have to depend on how well our ears structure works. He has given us 

the ability, if we take the time to use it, to listen by reading His Word…

the Bible. He also speaks to us when we turn to him in prayer, when we 

join together in worship and when we are willing to share His love with 

others. I, for one, am very grateful I don’t have to depend on my physi-

cal hearing when I need to listen to God. I just have to pay attention: did 

the sermon in worship have a message for me this week?; did I hear Je-

sus say encouraging words to someone struggling; what did Jesus say to 

me when I read my Bible this day? Join me in “listening” and “hearing” 

God as we join together…..let’s pray.  

COMMUNITY PRAYERS 

ALL  IN GOOD FUN 

 

What do we have that Adam never had? 

 

Answer: Ancestors 

BIBLE QUIZ 

Who climbed a sycamore tree to see  
Jesus enter Jericho? 

 (Answer  page 9) 

A. Zaccheus 

B. Stephen 

C. Zachariah 

D. Boaz 
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We have a few people who are finding it difficult to get from 
their cars into the church building On Sunday mornings. 

In addition to the marked spaces at the front door, if we could 
leave the 6 spaces closest to the back door (3 on either side of 
the door) available to them, it would make it much easier for 

them to worship with us. Thank you! 

Hearing assistance equipment for up to 8 users 

available for anyone who needs help hearing the 

service better. Please ask Jeremy Hopkins or any-

one who uses the equipment for assistance.

President   Marilyn Scuralli 
Vice President  Joe Kahl 
Secretary  Kathy Aldrich 
Treasurer  Libby Boldt 
 
 

Christian Education Pastor Beth 
Finance Libby Boldt 
Prayer, Praise, Worship Marilyn Scuralli 
Property Joe Kahl 
Stewardship/Staff Support Beth Thomsen/Marilyn Scuralli 
Technology John Lock 
Youth & Family Ministry Kathy Aldrich 

                                   Social Ministry      Anetta Schmidt 
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“The Word in Season” 
books for Oct., Nov., Dec. 
are now available by the 
usher’s table. This is a 
great daily resource for at 
home study! Please  feel 

Bible Quiz Answer: 

A. Zaccheus 

Baptismal Birthdays 
10/1         Kayla Marchant 
10/2         Carol  Haddix 
10/11       Matthew Cook 
10/11       Megan Cook 
10/14       Shawn Murphy 
10/14       Kevin Smith 
10/21       Kathy Ziegler 
10/23       Wendy Staup 
10/25       Eli Ballard 
10/28       Cathy Hopkins 
10/28     John Hopkins 
 

Birthdays 
10/6         Gregory Hall 
10/7          J.T. Chauvette 
10/8          Elaura Maple 
10/11       Beth Sterba 
10/17       Tom Schmidt 
10/18       Rod Hochstetler 
10/19       Anthony Russell 
10/20       Kyle Lock 
10/20       Tina Williams 
10/28       Lin McKelvey 
10/29       Dan Gustafson 
10/29       Kristin Huffman 
 
 

Anniversaries 
10/2           B&N Rieck 
10/3           D&J Paxton 
10/4           R&C Schuppenies 
10/16        S&C Murphy 
10/16        D&W Staup 
10/20        D&B Davis 
 
 
 

 

ANNUAL REPORT 
St. Stephen’s Annual  Report is handed out at each 
year’s congregational meeting which will be hap-
pening this year on November 10! If you have an 
article or pictures to contribute please send them 
to Janell! They are all greatly appreciates! 

The 

Word 

In  

Season 

PET BLESSING & ADOPTION 
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  October 6, 2019 October 13, 2019 

  8:30 AM 11:00 AM 8:30 AM 11:00 AM 

Counter Marilyn Scuralli Marilyn Scuralli 

Council Person  Joe Kahl  John Lock 

Lay Assistant Cathy Gustafson Marilyn Scuralli Libby Boldt  

Altar Prep Wendy Staup Kathy Aldrich Pat Hoehing Lynn Golba 

Greeters   J&J Sansbury  

Ushers   J&J Sansbury  

Praying Friend     

  October 20, 2019 October 27, 2019 

  8:30 AM 11:00 AM 8:30 AM 11:00 AM 

Counter Lin McKelvey/Libby Boldt Lin McKelvey 

Council Person Neta Schmidt   Marilyn Scuralli 

Lay Assistant Sally Goetz Beth Thomsen Nancy Pfau Bob Rieck 

Altar Prep Carol Brown Sue Marvin Nancy Pfau Nancy Rieck 

Greeters P&H Hoehing    

Ushers P&H Hoehing J&S Kahl   

Praying Friend     

 
SERVICE ASSISTANTS 

Service assistants are an important 

part of our worship. The 2018 volun-

teer sign-up sheet is on the bulletin 

board for each month.  

 
REMINDER 

If you are unable to serve on your 

day, it is your responsibility to find a 

replacement and call the church of-

fice with that information.  
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 
 

 

 

 

1 
7:00 PM Bible 
101  

 

 

2 
 
7:00 PM Choir 
Practice  

3 

 
4 

5:30 PM Girl 

Scouts 

5 
9:45AM Saturday 
Morning Coffee  

 

 

6 

Noisy Offering  
 

8AM Prayer 
8:30AM Traditional Worship 
9:45 AM Spiritual Growth 
11AM Contemporary Worship 
12 PM Catechism 

7 8 
Newsletter   

Deadline 

7:00 PM Bible 
101  
 
 

9 
 
7:00 PM Choir 
Practice  

10 

 

6:30 PM Girl 
Scouts  
 
6:30 PM Bishop’s 
Fall gathering  

11 12 
9:45AM Saturday 
Morning Coffee  
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8AM Prayer 
8:30AM Traditional Worship 
9:45 AM Spiritual Growth 
11AM Contemporary Worship 
12 PM Catechism 
 
 

14 
 
 

15 

12:00 PM JOY 

Club 

7:00 PM Bible 
101  

16 

5:30 PM 
Brownie Scouts 
  
6:30 PM Girl 
Scouts  
 
 

7:00 PM Choir 
Practice  

17 
 

18 

 

19 

9:45AM Saturday 
Morning Coffee 
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Bring a Friend 

8AM Prayer 
8:30AM Traditional Worship 
9:45 AM Spiritual Growth 
11AM Contemporary Worship 
 

 

21 
 

6:30 PM Coun-
cil Meeting  

 

 

22 

7:00 PM Bible 
101  

23 
 

7:00 PM Choir 
Practice  

24 
 

25 

 

26 

  9:30AM  
Spiritual Gifts 
Workshop 

 

9:45AM Saturday 
Morning Coffee 

27 

 
8AM Prayer 
8:30AM Traditional Worship 
9:45 AM Spiritual Growth 
11AM Contemporary Worship 
12AM OCC Packing Party  

28 29 

7:00 PM Bible 
101  

30 

7:00 PM Choir 
Practice  

31 

 
Reformation 
Day 

  

October 2019 


