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“Thy Word is a lamp unto my feet and a light unto my path”.  
Psalm 119:105 

 
   How do we know Jesus?  As Luther said, “The Bible is the cradle wherein 
Christ is laid”.  The Bible is where we meet Jesus and come to understand him.  
Through the stories of the Old Testament and the words of the prophets, we 
also again insight into God’s thinking.  By reading the Bible we see the arc of 
history—of how God has been at work with the world—and from that, we can 
see parallels with how God has been and continues to be at work in our own 
lives.   
   Reading the Bible can seem to be a bit overwhelming.  That’s why you’re in-
vited to try this in small parts. If you have a favorite book of the Bible or one 
that you’ve wondered about, feel free to join in reading that particular book.  
Or jump in and give it a try for a month or so. We’re expecting that people 
may stop for a while and then start up again with a later book, which is ok.  In 
February, we’ll be challenged to read the Gospel of Matthew and Mark and 
begin to read John’s gospel.  You can find more information about the reading 
schedule on our website and Facebook page.   
   One of the things I hope we gain is a better working knowledge of scripture, 
as well as an understanding of how things fit together.  A good resource for 
this is The Bible Project website.  They have interesting overviews of books of 
the Bible as well deeper dives.  The artwork that goes along with the audio is 
fascinating, too.   
   This is an opportunity is to learn and to grow, both individually and as a 
community.  Please join in!   
 

 
Peace,  

Beth Ferne Johnson, pastor 

Pastor Beth 

Pastor: Rev. Beth Ferne Johnson 
sslcpastor@buckeye-express.com 

Worship: Sundays 8:30 AM & 11:00 AM 
Spiritual Growth 9:45 AM 

 

St. Stephen Lutheran Church 

7800 Erie St. • Sylvania, OH  

(419)885-1551 

www.ststephenlutheran.church 

God doesn’t love us because of 

our worth, we are of worth be-

cause God loves us.  

–Martin Luther 
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SUNDAY YOUTH 

Our youth are invited to come for learning at 9:45 a.m. on Sunday 
mornings for a time of learning and fun!  This February our topics 
include:  Jeremiah’s Call, Jesus calls the disciples, Trusting in God, 
and Joseph feeding his brothers.   
 
MOVIE NIGHT 

Our next Movie Night will be on Sunday, March 3rd.  Stay tuned as 
we get closer for more information  

 

LITTLE MIRACLES CHAPEL 

Kids who are not yet in school are invited to join with Little Miracles 
students for Chapel! Pastor Beth leads with a Bible story, songs, 
and prayer beginning at 9:30 a.m. Chapel will be Feb. 13th and 
27th.  

SOUPER BOWL SUNDAY 
Mark your calendars for  Sunday, February 3. We will be hosting our 
annual Souper Bowl luncheon at St. Stephen and accepting dona-
tions for the Lutheran Social Services, which helps our local commu-
nity by feeding those who are hungry and in need in the Toledo area.    
 
ADULT GATHERING SPACE 

On February 3rd, Pastor Beth will be wrapping up her 3 week study. 
With our One Wonderful Worship on February 10th at 10 a.m., we 
will not be having class that day.  Wendy Staup will be leading us  
during the last two weeks of February as we explore together, “What 
does it mean to you to "be Lutheran"?”   

 
GOSPEL CHALLENGES 

Our Gospel of Luke challenge has wrapped up and we are into the 
Gospel of Matthew.  If you’d like to jump in or out of the Scripture 
Challenge as we read together, please feel free to do so!  After we 
read the gospels, we’ll be looking at the prophets. For a list of which 
chapters we’re reading each day, times for discussion groups, and 
other information, check out our website or the bulletin board.   

 

Gospel of Mark read out loud!  On February 17th, you’re invited to 
come and participate in the reading of Mark’s Gospel in one session.  
We’ll meet from 3-5 p.m. with snacks as those who wish to read out 
loud start with chapter 1 and read for the group.  After we finish 
reading, we’ll have some time for discussion.   

FAMILY GAME 
NIGHTS 

We will be having 
Family Game Night 
on February 8th and 
March 8th from 
7:00-9:00 PM! It is a 
totally free event 

open to 
all and 
we hope 
to see 
you 
there!  

CELEBRATION OF 
MARRIAGE/ONE 

WONDERFUL 
WORSHIP 

Please join us for 

our next one won-

derful worship on 

February 10th! We 

will also be doing 

out annual Celebra-

tion of Marriage 

where St.Stephen 

couples celebrating 

an important anni-

versary will have the 

opportunity to renew 

their vows! Please 

mark your calen-

dars, everyone is in-

vited and we hope to 

see you there!  
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JOY CLUB  
JOY Club will be meeting Tuesday, February 12 at 12:00PM to go on 
a tour and be served lunched at Sunset on Sylvania-Metamora 
Road. A sign up sheet will be posted on the bulletin board where you 
can sign up to go with the group! If you have any questions, please 
ask Ruth Moeller!  

 
LUTHERAN WORLD RELIEF QUILTING 
Our quilters will continue quilting on February 25 from 9:30 AM until 

3:00 PM. You are welcome to come all day and bring a lunch, or just 

stop by when you can to help with quilting and enjoy the Christian 

fellowship this project gives us a chance to have! If you have any 

questions please see Pastor Beth.  

 

 

St. Stephen will be celebrating its’ 50th anniversary this coming May 
on Sunday May 5! We will be hosting celebrations and have started 
committees to make sure that everything runs smoothly! If you know 
you have a special talent would like to help, please see Pastor Beth! 
And thank you to everyone who makes St. Stephen what it is today.  
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                     Souper Bowl Sunday  

We will be participating on February 3! There is a sign up sheet 

in the Narthex for anyone who would like to bring soup to share 

in a luncheon after the Worship and Praise service, and we en-

courage everyone to bring food and monetary donations will go 

to the LSS food pantry!   

                                                        Warm Clothing Drive  

The “Warm Clothing Drive” box is in the Narthex. We will be gathering 

clean gently used warm clothing  though mid February. We have already 

donated one load and will continue to take items to area sites such as 

SAFS or The Giving Store at Glenwood.  Think of the coat that is being 

replaced, outgrown, etc.  New items are welcome as well. Watch for the 

those wonderful sales, knowing your gift will help another.  

                                                                          Noisy Offering 

In January we collected $136.96 and February is the last 
month that we will be collecting for “The Giving Store”. 
The noisy offering we collect during March, April and May 
will benefit “Lutheran World Relief”. It’s collected the first 
Sunday of every month and the Jingle Jug on the usher’s 
table is always available to empty your pockets of loose 
change and donate to a good cause! 

                      March Madness for Moms 

Join us in March Madness for Moms at St. Stephen as we col-

lect baby items for the Salem Pantry! Items we will be col-

lecting include diapers, wipes, baby shampoo, baby lotion 

(includes oils/ ointments), bibs, onesies and baby socks! Sup-

plemental funds will be provided by Thrivent and we will be 

collecting the whole month of March!  



 

 

 5 

  

 

  

  

                     Narthex Painting  

Thank you to Tom Davis for refreshing the Narthex with paint where it 
was needed. It not only vastly improved the look of our sky light 
which had chipped paint, but also just gives a cleaner and fresher  
appearance to our Narthex. Thank you as well to Mike Blossom who 
helped Tom. We appreciate your time and talents!  

                                                      

                                            SAFS Christmas Donations 

Thank you to all, for  your generous donations to SAFS. It was 
great to be able to give these 8 families gift cards for their 
Christmas dinners and so many presents for them to open at 
Christmas!  Our St. Stephen family truly has the giving spirit! 

                                                 Christmas Altar Flowers 

Thank you to everyone who purchased poinsettias to dec-
orate our altar on Christmas Eve! They were truly beauti-
ful in the candlelight service. Those poinsettias that were 
left here at church were then donated to our shut-ins! 
Thank you again to everyone who ordered and to Sue 
Kahl for arranging the sale!  

                                       

Thank you to all who have contributed paper products for our 
meals, game nights, etc.  We currently have enough paper plates, 
bowls, cups, silverware, etc. to last for at least the next year!  When 
we run low, we will ask for contributions, but for now, we’d prefer 
not to have additional donations because we are running out of 
storage areas for them!  Thank you for your generosity!   
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CHURCH RENTAL  
Want to use St. Stephen rooms? Contact the office to have your activity logged in the church 
calendar, which is available to view online. However, space approval is based on the secretary’s 
calendar. Please note that set-up and clean up is your responsibility when using the building.  
 

Please contact the church office before you borrow tables or chairs as they may be promised 
for other functions. Thanks!  
 

 
NEWSLETTER DEADLINE 
As always our newsletter deadline for anything you want to be added is 
the 2nd Tuesday in the month. So for March 2019 Newsletter please have 
all your items submitted by February 12.  

 

 

 

Christmas Eve Worship Questionnaire 

    Think back to Christmas eve…When were family get-together’s scheduled?  Were you able to come to 
worship?  What might have worked better for you that night?   

   Below you’ll find a chart of the last few year’s worship attendance on Christmas eve.  Our council is 
wondering if this year’s 10:00 worship attendance is an aberration or is it a sign that we need to offer 
our 3rd worship at a different time?  We’ll be keeping the 4 and 7 p.m. worship as their attendance is 
holding steady.  You’ll find a questionnaire included in your 2018 financial giving statement that we’d 
ask you to fill out and return.  You’ll be asked to rank 3 worship times, as we seek to gather information 
to help us celebrate Jesus’ birthday!  Thanks for your participation with this!   
 
Christmas Eve Worship Attendance   

 

In 2013, we switched to a 10:00 p.m. service time.  

In 2016, Christmas Day was a Sunday.  We had one wonderful worship with 36 people.   
 

+ On Christmas eve 2017, it was snowing heavily at 7:00 p.m., which probably affected attendance.   

Year 4:00 worship 7:00 worship Latest worship Day of the week for 
Christmas eve 

2012   53   67 11:00 = 40 Monday 

2013   57   50 10:00 = 38 Tuesday 

2014   53   48                19 Wednesday 

2015   56   38                50 Thursday 

2016   43   40                23 Saturday 

2017   62   19 +                30 Sunday 

2018   56   37                12 Monday 
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ANNUAL GIVING STATEMENTS 
Please be on the lookout for your annual giving statements! They will be set out by January 31, 
2018 on the round table in the Narthex. If they are not picked up within two weeks they will 
be mailed to your home! Thank you!  

 

KROGER REWARDS 
Kroger’s has a rewards program that includes donating to the community.  These funds are vi-
tal in support of four ministries: 

1st Quarter donations are presented to the Quilting Group for Lutheran World Relief 

2nd Quarter is used for the St Paul’s Community Center 
Project 

3rd Quarter supports our Operation Christmas 
Child Program 

4th Quarter is used for our Sylvania Area Family Services 
Christmas Outreach 

A huge thank you to all who are participating in this 
supportive program.  If you have not already done so, 
please go online at 
www.krogercommunityrewards.com, and sign up to 
have your Community Rewards directed to St. Ste-
phen!  If you would like assistance in signing up for this 
program, please see Marilyn Scuralli or Kathy Aldrich.   

SIMPLY GIVING 
It’s that time of the year when you may be wanting 
to change your giving amount to St. Stephen. We 
welcome all members who would like to start out 
the new year by having your giving to St. Stephen 
taken from your checking or savings account.  If you 
are interested in participating in this program please 
see me. ~Sally Goetz 

http://www.krogercommunityrewards.com
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Betty Lock’s Prayer Notes 
In December, I was able to go and spend time with my daughter in 

South Carolina for a few days. Then, on Christmas, we went to my 

grandson’s in North Carolina. Since my granddaughter was ex-

pecting their first baby (due date Dec. 25!), I stayed on for a week. 

Eva was born on December 28. Of course, I think she is beautiful. 

Now I miss my children and grandchildren, but I also miss my 

grandson’s two dogs!! Dogs love unconditionally. When I was 

alone, at least one of them (they have two) would climb up on the 

couch and cuddle next to me. They say petting a dog lowers your 

blood pressure. I was very happy to put that into practice while 

waiting for the baby to be born!! I was worried about how the dogs 

would take to a baby in the house. Well, they have been wonderful. 

I think perhaps they have an instinct that says this is part of our 

family and we will take care of her.  

 This is the month of “love” with Valentine’s Day and, at St. Ste-

phen’s, renewal of wedding vows. I’ve been thinking about my visit 

this winter and still marvel at a dog’s capacity to love so generously. 

Wouldn’t it be wonderful, if we could love unconditionally. That is 

what God wants for us “love one another” and one way to do that is 

to pray for each other. Let’s pray.  

COMMUNITY PRAYERS 

ALL  IN GOOD FUN 
 

BIBLE QUIZ 

In Luke, what two things does the wom-
an clean Jesus’ feet with? 

 (Answer  page 10) 

A. Soap and Water 

B. Oil and Towel 

C. Tears and Hair 

D. Shampoo and  Scrub Brush 
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We have a few people who are finding it difficult to get from 
their cars into the church building On Sunday mornings. 

In addition to the marked spaces at the front door, if we could 
leave the 6 spaces closest to the back door (3 on either side of 
the door) available to them, it would make it much easier for 

them to worship with us. Thank you! 

Hearing assistance equipment for up to 8 users 

available for anyone who needs help hearing the 

service better. Please ask Jeremy Hopkins or any-

one who uses the equipment for assistance.

President   Marilyn Scuralli 
Vice President  Joe Kahl 
Secretary  Kathy Aldrich 
Treasurer  Libby Boldt 
 
 

Christian Education Pastor Beth 
Finance Libby Boldt 
Prayer, Praise, Worship Marilyn Scuralli 
Property Joe Kahl 
Stewardship/Staff Support Beth Thomsen/Marilyn Scuralli 
Technology John Lock 
Youth & Family Ministry Anetta Schmidt 

                                   Social Ministry      Kathy Aldrich 
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“The Word in Season” 
books for Jan., Feb. and 
March are now availa-
ble by the usher’s ta-
ble. This is a great daily 
resource for at home 
study! Please  feel free 
to take one today! 

Bible Quiz Answer: 

C. Tears and Hair 

Baptismal Birthdays 
2/1         Jim Boldt 
2/8         Kathie Tefft 
2/8         Lynn Tefft 
2/13       Phyllis Anderson 
2/22        Vivian Johnson 
2/24        Connor Murphy 

Birthdays 
2/3         Dave Aldrich 
2/5         Nancy Pfau 
2/7         Addison Stillwell 
2/7         Michelle Tebary 
2/9         Greg Stillwell II 
2/13        Phyllis Anderson 
2/15       Cari Murphy 
2/19       John Lock 
2/23       Tricia Kunkel 
2/25       Joan Paxton 
2/27       Mary Beth Shearman 
2/28       Jeremy Hopkins 
 
 

 

Christmas Pageant Picture! 
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BEST EVER POTATO SOUP 

Ingredients 

 6 bacon strips, diced 
 3 cups cubed peeled potatoes 
 1 small carrot, grated 
 1/2 cup chopped onion 
 1 tablespoon dried parsley flakes 
 1/2 teaspoon salt 
 1/2 teaspoon pepper 
 1/2 teaspoon celery seed 
 1 can (14-1/2 ounces) chicken broth 
 3 tablespoons all-purpose flour 
 3 cups 2% milk 
 8 ounces process cheese (Velveeta), cubed 
 2 green onions, thinly sliced, optional 
 

Directions 

1. In a large saucepan, cook bacon over medium heat until crisp, stirring occasionally; drain 
drippings. Add vegetables, seasonings and broth; bring to a boil. Reduce heat; simmer, cov-
ered, until potatoes are tender, 10-15 minutes. 
2. Mix flour and milk until smooth; stir into soup. Bring to a boil, stirring constantly; cook 

and stir until thickened, about 2 minutes. Stir in cheese until melted. If desired, serve with 

green onions. 
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  February 3, 2019 February 10, 2019 

  8:30 AM 11:00 AM 10:00 AM 

Counter Beth Thomsen Beth Thomsen 

Council Person   Netta Schmidt 

Lay Assistant    

Altar Prep Wendy Staup Ruth Moeller Carol Brown 

Greeters    

Ushers    

Praying Friend    

 
SERVICE ASSISTANTS 

Service assistants are an important 

part of our worship. The 2019 volun-

teer sign-up sheet is on the bulletin 

board for each month.  

 
REMINDER 

If you are unable to serve on your 

day, it is your responsibility to find a 

replacement and call the church of-

fice with that information.  

  February 17, 2019 February 24, 2019 

  8:30 AM 11:00 AM 8:30 AM 11:00 AM 

Counter Tom Pfau Tom Pfau 

Council Person  Marilyn Scuralli Beth Thomsen Kathy Aldrich 

Lay Assistant  Beth Thomsen Nancy Pfau Marilyn Scuralli 

Altar Prep Cathy Gustafson Joanne Johnson Pat Hoehing Kathy Aldrich 

Greeters     

Ushers     

Praying Friend     
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 
 

    
 

1 

 

2 
9:45AM Saturday 
Morning Coffee  

 

 

3 

Noisy Offering  
 

8AM Prayer 
8:30AM Traditional Worship 
9:45 AM Spiritual Growth 
11AM Contemporary Worship 
12 PM Souper Bowl Luncheon 

4 
11:00 AM Gos-
pel of Matthew 
Meeting 
 
7:00 PM Wor-
ship Committee 

5 
5:30 PM Girl 
Scouts 

6 
7:00 PM Gospel 
of Matthew 
Meeting 
 

 

7 

 
 

8 
7:00PM  
Family Game 
Night 

9 
9:45AM Saturday 
Morning Coffee  

 
 

 

10 

Celebration of Marriage 

 

9:30AM Prayer 
10AM One Wonderful Worship 
 

11 
 
 

12 

Newsletter   

Deadline 

12:00 PM JOY 

Club 

13 

 
9:30 AM LM 
Chapel 
 

5:30/6:30 PM 
Girl Scouts 

 

14 
 

15 

 

16 

9:45AM Saturday 
Morning Coffee 

 

 10:00 AM Pack 
116 Pinewood 
Derby 
 

17 

Bring a Friend 

8AM Prayer 
8:30AM Traditional Worship 
9:45 AM Spiritual Growth 
11AM Contemporary Worship 
3PM Gospel of Mark Read 
Aloud 

18 
 

6:30 PM Coun-
cil Meeting  

 

 

19 

 

20 
 

 

21 
 

22 

 

23 

 9:45AM Satur-
day Morning 
Coffee 

 

 

24 

8AM Prayer 
8:30AM Traditional Worship 
9:45 AM Spiritual Growth 
11AM Contemporary Worship 
 

 

25 

9:30 AM LWR 
Quilting 

26 

 

27 

9:30 AM LM 
Chapel 

28   

February 2019 


