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A time for grace… 

How do we extend grace to the vulnerable among us?  How do we follow Jesus’ command to love 

one another, even as God has loved us?  How does this command to love impact our time togeth-

er as church?  How do we keep people safe? 

Joe Kahl and Niel Johnson this week mapped out the sanctuary and the fellowship hall.  They 

moved chairs; they mapped out 6 feet radius patterns.  As it turns out, we have appropriate spac-

es for 27 people/couples/households in the sanctuary and spaces for 30 in the fellowship hall.   

I have been part of a weekly zoom meeting with our Bishop; who shares weekly communications 

he and other clergy leaders have received from members of Governor DeWine’s staff.  Our ELCA 

has been providing some documents about considering reopening for worship.  I have also been 

in weekly conversation with some of our area pastors.  Our church council has been and will con-

tinue to be in conversation around this topic.  As I write this, on May 23rd, we are still under the 

“gatherings only of under 10 people” advisory.  President Trump declared yesterday that worship 

is essential.  While I do believe worship is an essential part of a Christian’s life, we have been wor-

shipping together, it’s just been different.  We have been praying; we have been studying the 

Bible; we have been talking together.  It’s just been different. 

So, we’re thinking about the future.   

And it will be a bit of an odd one...Things will be different.  Among them will likely be:  photos 

taken of our group once worship starts, so if we are asked for help in contact tracing we will 

know who was sitting nearby in worship, masks, lots of hand sanitizer, keeping our worship areas 

empty of people 72 hours before Sunday and 72 hours after to let any virus particles die, listen-

ing/humming to music rather than singing it, no handshakes or hugs, no fellowship time.   

As we think through these and other concerns, I welcome your input.  Would you like to see 

changes in what we do during the on-line worship?  Are you content with worshipping on-line? 

What might change that?  Are there things you’d like to see in place before you would return to 

in-person worship?   

As you think about these questions, I also invite your flexibility, good humor, and willingness to 

be adaptable.  In other words, grace!   

Peace,  

Beth Ferne Johnson, pastor 
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ONLINE WORSHIP 
We will be hosting Sunday worship online at 11 AM while the safety procedures are in place in 
Ohio.  You can find previous worship services or tune in live on our facebook page (https://
www.facebook.com/StStephenSyl/ ) or our YouTube Channel (https://www.youtube.com/channel/

UCcria9edIjlTq2ljXXUnB7Q ). Feel free to send this link or share our page to friends and neighbors 
who might want a worship experience without leaving home! 

 

 
BIBLE 101 
Our online group discussion continues as we’re working through Mark’s gospel.  We regularly 
have 6-7 participants, but with zoom, there’s room for more!  If you interested in joining the 
group, please let Pastor Beth know and she’ll include you in the email with our zoom meeting 
code!  It’s never too late to join in!   
 
PLANS FOR RE-OPENING 
Our church council has been thinking and exploring ways to safely and responsibly open our 
building for worship, following the directions of our governor.  These are our plans for June.  
We will be offering a drive-in worship service on May 31, June 14, and June 28 (weather per-
mitting).  These services will follow our Easter drive-in worship service closely.  The building 
will not be open for your use, so please plan accordingly.  You will be asked to park, facing the 
church building, with an empty parking space between you and the next car.  You’re welcome 
to remain in your car, following along with the bulletin provided earlier in the week, for the du-
ration of worship. You may choose to bring a lawn chair from home and place it in front of 
your car grill for worship.  We ask that you wear a cloth face covering if you leave your car and 
that you keep 6 feet away from others.  These drive-in worship services will be livestreamed 
on Facebook and will be available, as usual, on Facebook and our YouTube channel for viewing 
later.  Our worship on June 7 and June 21 are planned to be an online only option.  However, if 
the weather is not cooperating, we will slide our “drive-in” worship to the next Sunday.  (For 
example, if it is raining on June 14, our drive-in worship will be held on June 21st).  Any post-
ponements due to weather will be determined by Saturday afternoon and announced on Face-
book and through our One Call Now.    
 
COMMUNION 
Many have expressed a longing for Holy Communion, which Pastor Beth shares.  Beginning in 
mid-June, we will have drop-in communion available on Wednesday afternoons from 4-6.  You 
and members of your household who have been staying safe together would come to the 
church parking lot/entrance walk-way during that time to receive communion from Pastor 
Beth in your family groups.  We are still thinking through some of the details to make this as 
touch-free as possible.  We will be communicating more information about this early in June 
through our One Call now system.   
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.facebook.com/StStephenSyl/
https://www.facebook.com/StStephenSyl/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCcria9edIjlTq2ljXXUnB7Q
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCcria9edIjlTq2ljXXUnB7Q
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JOY CLUB  

We are suspending our meetings of JOY Club for the time being. We may explore a take-out op-
tion during the summer. 

 

LWR QUILTING 

There will be an extra quilt workday on Monday, June 1, 2020, to help facilitate social distancing 
and to try to get caught up.  We will have our normal monthly work day on June 22, 2020 at 
9:30 AM.  We will meet in the Narthex, as usual, and in the fellowship hall, as needed, to insure 
at least 6 feet distance is maintained between workers.  I am assuming we will have small 
groups, so the limit of 10 persons or less will not be a problem. 

The quilting tasks available include tying, pin basting and pressing.  As mentioned previously, we 
have enough quilt tops sewn for this year. 

Please RSVP to Libby Boldt at 419-356-6244 or Lboldt@bex.net, if you are able to attend either 
or both of these days and please indicate what hours you would like to work and which of the 
tasks you are willing to do.  Thank you and I look forward to seeing you all, at some time in the 
next month.   

Libby Boldt 

 

 
CATECHISM 
Our catechism class continues to meet virtually in these unique times!  Our study of the Bible 
continues, as we are focusing in on themes and stories from the New Testament.  
 
BABY PLAYDATE 

Please look on next months newsletter for more information on our Baby Playdate group! 
 
VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL 

Parents are in the process of being surveyed about their children’s participation in VBS.  We 
are thinking of having a blanket VBS, where each family stays on a picnic blanket in the yard, 
while a story is told and pre-packaged, pre-sanitized crafts are available at each blanket sta-
tion.  Our VBS will be held in July this year.   

mailto:Lboldt@bex.net
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LITURGINCAL COLORS 

  As you think about our worship space, what color do you visualize on the altar?  The white of 
Easter and Christmas?  Our new green tree parament during the summer?  Did you know that 
there is a reason for the colors we see?  The colors help to mark our place in the church year.   
  Our church year begins with the blue season of Advent, as we wait for Jesus to be born.  In re-
cent years the color blue has been used to distinguish this season from Lent.  As the color of the 
night sky, blue symbolizes Christ who in one ancient Advent song is called the "Dayspring" or 
source of day. As the color associated with Mary, blue also reminds us that during Advent the 
church waits with Mary for the birth of Jesus. 
  During the Christmas season, white is used on the altar to celebrate the light Christ brings.  
White is also used for special days in the church that celebrate Jesus’ presence among us, like 
the Baptism of Jesus, Transfiguration, the Easter season, Ascension, Holy Trinity, and Christ the 
King Sunday 
  The season of Epiphany begins in January, as we celebrate how the word of Jesus is spread 
throughout the world.  Green, the color of growth, is used. 
  After Ash Wednesday, Lent begins with the use of purple.  Purple has been used from ancient 
times to denote royalty and, here in this season, is also used as a sign of repentance.  On Maun-
dy Thursday, the altar is stripped bare as the church becomes as empty as a tomb.  On Good Fri-
day, the mourning color of black can be used, or the altar can be left bare.   
  On Easter, the joyful color of white returns until the day of Pentecost.  The red color reminds us 
of the flames of the Holy Spirit that came to the disciples that day.  The season of Pentecost, 
during the summer months and into the fall, is green, symbolizing our growth in faith, reflecting 
also the growth of crops among us.   
  The season of Pentecost ends as we celebrate Reformation Sunday, with the Red of the Holy 
Spirit, reminding us of how the Spirit is always at work to renew and transform our world.  All 
Saints Sunday follows, with the white of Easter, reminding of us of the Easter hope of new life.  
Green returns for the remaining Sundays in Pentecost before the church year ends with Christ 
the King Sunday.  
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Kid’s Movie Club 
We are not going to be meeting in the first week of June  in 

the interest of everyone’s safety. St. Stephen’s Kid’s Movie 

Club is hoping to meet Thursday, July 2nd at 5:00 PM. We will 

meet once a month at 5:00 PM on the first Thursday of the 

month for a movie, snacks, and discussion afterwards!  

       LSS Food Pantry 

 

We continue to support the LSS Food Pantry with donations. 
Some suggested donations for this time of year are boxed cere-
als, pastas and noodles. The grocery cart is still located in the 
Narthex and we appreciate any non-perishable food item that is 
donated! 

     

                               Salem Non-Food Pantry  

The Salem Non-Food Pantry is in need of supplies! 

Toothpaste, toothbrushes, natural hair care products, 

laundry detergent, diapers, onesies, shampoo, condi-

tioner, hand soap, and other similar items are all need-

ed for those in need in the community!  

 LWR Hand Towel Fundraiser 
Nancy Kubiak is making kitchen hand towels and dish cloths 

to sell for $3, all proceeds to be used to mail the LWR quilts 

to their final destinations.  We will be offering them for sale, 

in the narthex soon. Please just keep them in mind!  
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GIVE PLUS 
During this pandemic, we are offering information on how to take advantage of new ways to 
continue our commitment to God and His church.  With social distancing and limited abilities 
to come together to worship at church, our ability to contribute to St. Stephen has been im-
pacted.  For those members who are comfortable with using new technologies to contribute, 
Vanco Services provides us with a smart phone app that we can use to make our dona-
tions.  This is the same company we process our Simply Giving donations through.   

Select the Vanco Give Plus+ app to download. 

 

If you have never used the app before, you need to first identify what church you want to con-
tribute to.  Entering 43560 in the zip code for this screen will bring up a list of available church-
es in Sylvania.  

Select St. Stephen Lutheran Church from the list of available options. 

On the screen, you can create an account or continue as guest.  The rest of these steps are 
done as a guest. 

Click on the ‘+’ sign at the top of the screen to begin making a contribution. 

Select the frequency of donation for single or multiple donations and select a pre-defined 
amount ($25, $50, or $100) or enter your own amount on the line and click on the “Add” 
button.   

Confirm that the information matches what you want for the dollar amount and frequency of 
donation.  If you want to change your contribution, click on the garbage can icon.   

Once everything is correct for your donation, click on the “Next” button. 

Enter your banking and address information.   Note these will be saved for future donations so 
you will not have to re-enter this information if you choose to continue to use the app 

You should see a confirmation page with confirmation number and amount of your donation 
for your records. 

Thanks to John Lock for testing this and documenting the steps to follow.   
 

SIMPLY GIVING 
Here’s a thought!  Why not register today for our Simply Giving Program here at St. Stephen.  
Our church needs your contribution to meet their needs.  You won’t need to mail in your giv-
ing. It will automatically be deducted from either your checking or savings account as a recur-
ring donation.  During this time you can call me at 419-654-6264 and I will mail you a registra-
tion form, you can complete it and return it to me for processing.  I will notify you when the 
withdrawal begins.  

Sally Goetz 
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NEWSLETTER DEADLINE 
As always our newsletter deadline for anything you want to be added is 
the 2nd Tuesday in the month. So for July 2020 Newsletter please have all 
your items submitted by June 9.  

 

 

Betty Carpenter (1923-2020) 

 

Betty Carpenter, age 97, a longtime resident of Point Place, died April 26, 

2020 at Sunset Village in Sylvania. Betty was born March 16, 1923 in Daw-

son, Oklahoma to the late Earl and Alyce (Heyer) Peppers. She married 

Herbert John Carpenter, Sr. in 1940 and together they shared 62 wonder-

ful years until his passing in 2002. 

 

A devoted wife and mother, Betty was a skilled seamstress and enjoyed 

travelling with her husband. Together they visited many Canadian prov-

inces, all 50 states and parts of Mexico. She loved spending time with her family. She had a ter-

rific sense of humor, a quick wit and encouraged others with her positive attitude. 

 

Left to cherish her memory are her beloved children, Sandra Mowery of Leesburg, FL, Sue 

(Robert) Oberly of Ottawa Hills and Herb (Terry) Carpenter of West Chester, OH; grandchildren, 

Michael (Maria) Bishop, Sean Bishop, Meghan (Christopher) Heaton, Ryan (Courtney) Oberly 

and Christopher (Jenn) Carpenter; eleven great grandchildren; and one great-great grandchild. 

She will also be missed by many special nephews and favorite nieces. Betty was also preceded 

in death by a brother, Frederick Peppers. 
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A Prayer for Good Health 
 

Lord, today I offer You my mind May I seek the mind of Christ 

in all things Freed from anxiety and fear Filled with whole-

ness and wellness  

 

Today I offer You my spirit In You I have been born again Your 

Spirit dwells deeply within me My Spirit is alive in You Freed 

from depressive thoughts and critical thinking  

 

Today I offer You my body May it be a temple dedicated to 

You O Lord A place for You to live and reign May I be mindful 

of what I eat and drink May I be watchful of my sleep and rest  

 

Lord, right now I offer you my whole being I present my mind, 

spirit and body to You Come and take me as a living sacrifice 

This day and everyday May I ever glorify and worship You  

 

Amen. 
 

 

COMMUNITY PRAYERS 

ALL  IN GOOD FUN 
 

 

 

BIBLE QUIZ 

How many days after Easter is Pentecost? 

 (Answer  page 8) 

A. 40 

B. 25 

C. 50 

D. It depends on the year 
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If you find yourself in need of emergency supplies or in need of 
someone to talk to, please don’t hesitate to call the church 

office and we will assist you however we can or direct you to 
resources that may be able to help. 

Hearing assistance equipment for up to 8 users 

available for anyone who needs help hearing the 

service better. Please ask Jeremy Hopkins or any-

one who uses the equipment for assistance.

President   Marilyn Scuralli 
Vice President  Joe Kahl 
Secretary  Corrie Schuppenies 
Treasurer  Libby Boldt 
 
 

Christian Education Pastor Beth 
Finance Libby Boldt 
Prayer, Praise, Worship Marilyn Scuralli 
Property Joe Kahl 
Stewardship/Staff Support Beth Thomsen/Marilyn Scuralli 
Technology John Lock 
Youth & Family Ministry Corrie S./Doug Paxton 

                                   Social Ministry      Joan Haddox 
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Bible Quiz Answer: 

C. 50 

 

 

Birthdays 
6/5         Lynn Golba 
6/14        Carol Brown  
6/15        Joan Haddox 
6/16        Mia Scsavnicki 
6/17       Nancy Kubiak 
6/21        Carol Haddix 
6/25        Mike Gilley 
6/25        Ashley  Senci 
6/27        Evin McCoy 
6/28        Jettie Sansbury  
 

The Word In Season 

“The Word in Season” books for April, 
May and June are now available by 
the usher’s table. If you would like 
one, please call Janell to schedule a 
pick up. This is a great daily resource 
for at home study! Please  feel free to 
take one today! 

Anniversaries 
6/18        Jerry & Tricia  Kunkel 
6/29        Ray & Marilyn Hendricks 
 
 

Baptismal Birthdays 
6/1          Sarah McCoy 
6/2          Joe Kahl 
6/4          Christine Kahan 
6/6          Jenny Troutman 
6/10        Peggy Scholl 
6/14        Dave Davis 
6/23        Ryann Fox 
 
 
 

Golfing for 
Scholars.  

The Golf 
Outing for GFS 
has been can-

celled this year 
due to COVID, 

but keep an 
eye out for in-
formation on 
our event for 

2021! 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
 
 
 

1 
 
9:30AM LWR 
Quilting 

2 
 

7:00 PM Bible 

101 

3 

 

4 

 
5 
 

6 
 
 

 

7 
 

11AM Online Worship 
12:30 PM Virtual Catechism 

8 
 
 

9 
Newsletter   
Deadline 

 

7:00 PM Bible 

101 

10 

 
 

 

11 
 

 

 

12 

 

13 

 
 

 

  
 

14 

11AM Online Worship 
11AM Drive-In Worship 
(Weather Permitting) 

 

 

15 
 
6:30 PM Coun-
cil Meeting  
 

 

 

16 

7:00 PM Bible 

101 

17 
 

 

18 
 

19 

 

20 
  

 

21 

 
11AM Online Worship 

12:30 PM Virtual Catechism 
 

 

22 
 
9:30AM LWR 
Quilting 

 
 
 

23 

7:00 PM Bible 

101 

24 25 26 27 

28 

11AM Online Worship 
11AM Drive-In Worship 
(Weather Permitting) 

29 30 
 
7:00 PM Bible 

101 

    

June 2020 


